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CIRCULAR. 
To Scnoor Visitors: 
GENTLEMEN: The Laws of Connecticut pertaining to public 
schools, embracing all the provisions upon our statute book, relating 
to schools and the education of children, as compiled and prepared 
for publication in pamphlet form in accordance with a resolution 
of the Legislature passed at its last session, I herewith transmit to 
you through the medium of this Journal. 

In this my first official communication, I beg leave respectfully to 
make some suggestions respecting the provisions of the law. 

That our system of public instruction is perfect in all its parts and 
incapable of further improvement, no one probably would venture to 
-affirm. The tree is known by its fruits. The best test ofa system is 
the actual results which its operation produces. The multitudes of 
inferior schools still existing among us are so many proofs to warrant 
the presumption that there are defects somewhere. But whatever 
imperfections may be justly chargeable upon our system, it must be 
obvious to any one who considers the subject with any degree of 
attention, that under a vigorous administration, it might be made to 
produce vastly higher results than have yet been reached. If the 
mass of the people were thoroughly determined to have as good schools 
as the provisions of the law would permit, they would find but few 
legal obstacles in the way which they could not surmount. 

One of the prime causes of poor schools, is the scantiness of the 
means provided for their support. Beyond the proceeds of the pub- 
lic and local funds, the law as it has stood from the year 1821 down 
Vou. X., No. 2. 8 
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to the act of last session, imposing a one per cent. tax, has not made 
it obligatory upon the people to contribute anything for the support of 
schools. But if a majority of the inhabitants of a society or district 
have a disposition to provide more liberally for the support of schools, 
there is nothing to hinder them from doing so. They are permitted to 
tax themselves without limit. 

Many of our schools languish in feebleness and inefficiency, in 
consequence of the division and subdivision of school societies into 
districts, many of which are so small as to make the support of a 
good school extremely difficult, if not quite impossible. But the law 
which permitted the division, does not prohibit the reunion of dis- 
tricts, and it is hoped that you will endeavor to diffuse information 
among the people respecting the advantages of consolidating districts 
wherever it is practicable. . 

The rate-bill levied on parents in proportion to the attendance of 
their children, operates in many cases very unfavorably on the inter- 
ests of our schools. But no district is compelled to resort to this 
mode of raising the means of continuing their school after the pub- 
lic money is expended. A property tax may be substituted by the 
vote of a majority of the legal voters, which has already been done 
in several districts where some of the best schools are now in opera- 
tion. 

The superior advantages of graded schools over those in which 
children of all ages and degrees of proficiency are placed under the 
care and instruction of the same teachers, are conceded by every 
intelligent educator. The law does not enjoin the adoption of the 
gradation of schools, but it places no obstacles in the way of it. 
According to the settled interpretation of the law, districts and school 
societies may establish and maintain different grades of schools. 

One of the greatest obstacles now encountered by the faithful and 
competent teacher in his attempts to impart thorough instruction in 
our schools, is the want of uniformity of text-books. From the nature 
of an ungraded district school, embracing as it must, a great diversity 
of age and attainments, the number of classes must be numerous, 
with the best provision for uniformity of text-books. But when each 
pupil has a book different from all the others, this evil is exceedingly 
aggravated, until the teacher’s time in attempting to teach the whole 
school is broken into fragments, and the best efforts of the best 
teachers are nearly wasted. The only remedy of this evil now pro- 
vided by law is in your hands. The statute clothes you with ample 
power to exorcise this evil spirit from our schools. Though the 
most defective school-books now in use were selected in some in- 
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stances, it would be far better for the school than a want of unifor- 
mity, even though all might be of the best quality. It would be 
an immense step of improvement, if in every school society the 
Board of Visitors should prescribe a list of books to be used, cause 
the list to be printed and posted up in every school-house, and require 
all teachers to abide by it. 

The want of regularity and punctuality of attendance is another 
evil of alarming magnitude in our schools, which falls within your 
sphere to correct. Every child who is tardy or irregular in attend- 
ance, robs the other members of the school of their rights. Besides, 
if it is “the undoubted right and bounden duty of the state to pro- 
vide for the instruction of all the children in the State,” it is the 
duty of all parents to avail themselves of this or other means for the 
instruction of the children, and it is the right of those who do faith- 
fully send their children, to enjoy these means without let or hindrance 
from the negligent orcareless. It becomes a serious question, there- 
fore, Whether it is not the duty of School Visitors, by virtue of 
the authority which they possess, “to prescribe rules and regulations 
for the management and discipline of the schools,” to endeavor to 

. reach this evil. Iam informed that in some places delinquents in 
this respect, are temporarily expelled or excluded from school, and 
that the practice has proved highly salutary. 

The incompetency of teachers is a subject of much complaint. To 
some extent, the remedy of this evil is placed in your hands. The 
law stations you at. the door of every school-house in the state and 
imposes upon you the duty of excluding the incompetent teacher, and 
gives you full power to remove such as prove themselves unqualified, 
or refuse to execute the rules. And while you faithfully and con- 
scientiously exercise the power in your hands for the exclusion of 
unqualified persons from the office of teaching, it is to be hoped also, 
that you will lend the weight of your personal influence, as well as 
your official authority, to increase the efficiency of the means provided 
by law for the improvement of the qualifications of teachers of our 
public schools. This may be done by encouraging suitable candi- 
dates to go through the course of professional training provided in 
the Normal School; and by adopting such measures as will secure 

the most general, punctual and regular attendance of the teachers in 
your respective societies at the Teachers’ Institutes which are held 
annually in each county, and at the meetings of the State Teachers’ 
Association. 
Your attention is respectfully solicited to the consideration of the 
objects and provisions of the new School Law. 
. 
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Among the objects proposed to be accomplished by this act, are, to 
simplify the machinery of the system, by committing to the hands of 
one board of officers what is now divided between three ; to equalize 
the advantages of the schools, by abolishing the present district lines, 
and placing all the schools under one committee, thereby also facili- 
tating the gradation of schools and proper classification of scholars 
in villages, and the establishment of schools of ‘‘a higher order” in 
towns containing a sparse population ; and to substitute for the anom- 
alous element of school societies, a simpler and more efficient organ- 
ization. Is the law calculated to accomplish these objects? If in 
your judgment, it seems a3 well calculated to accomplish these ob- 
jects as is desirable, it is hoped you will encourage and promote its 
adoption as speedily as possible; if on the other hand, you deem 
some modification of it desirable in order to meet the wants of our 
schools, you are especially requested to suggest such alterations as 
you deem necessary. . 

The act of last session making it the duty of towns to raise a one 
per cent. tax for the support of schools, partially restores the most im- 
portant and vital element of our school system, which was unwisely 
abolished thirty-four years ago. The voluntary system has been tried 
for the period of a whole generation, and it has proved an utter fail- 
ure. In the dear school of experience, the important lesson has been 
learned that our schools will be suffered to languish for want of ade- 
quate support, unless provided for by legal enactment. That lesson 
produced this act. It is the precious fruit of dear-bought wisdom, 
Let it be prized accordingly. Let the fundamental principle which 
it recognizes, the principle upon which the New England system of 
common schools was originally based, that the property of the state 
should be held subject to taxation for the education of all the chil- 
dren of the state, be adhered to and acted upon, and we may hope to 
regain our former proud position in the front rank of educating and 
educated states. Small as the sum is which this tax yields, being 
about sixty-five cents per scholar, it will immediately give a new 
impulse to every school in the state, and open a way for the attain- 
ment of great improvements in the future. Your firm and unway- 
ering maintenance of the principle upon which this beneficent act 
is founded, can not fail to promote a cheerful and prompt fulfillment 
ef the duty which it imposes. 

JOHN D. PHILBRICK, 
Superintendent of Common Schools. 
New Bairtarn, Feb. 1, 1855. 


























SCHOOL LAWS, 


IN FORCE, 1854. 





STATE CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
OF EDUCATION. 


Sec. 2. The fund called the Scuoo. Fonp, shall 


remain a perpetual fund, the interest of which shall The school | 


— . erpetual fund 
be inviolably appropriated to the support and encour. Perpetus’ tune, 
thereof to be 
appropriated to 
common 


out the State, and for the equal benefit of all the peos ccyoois, 


agement of the public or common schools through- 


ple thereof. The value and amount of said fund shall, 
as soon as practicable, be ascertained, in such man- 
ner as the general assembly may prescribe, published 
and recorded in the comptroller’s office, and no law 
- shall ever be made authorizing said fund to be divert- 
ed to any other use than the encouragement and sup- 
port of public or common schools, among the several 
school societies, as justice and equity shall require. 





*,* The figures in brackets at the bottom of the pages give the 
paging of the pamphlet edition of the School Laws, and are alsg those 
referred to in the Index. 
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STATUTE LAWS, 


COMPILATION OF 1854. 


TITLE VII. 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS. 


} CHAPTER IV. 





OF THE EDUCATION AND GUVERNMENT OF CHILDREN, 


Childrentobe Sec. 22. All parents, and those who have the care 
instructed." of children, shall-bring them up in some honest and 
t lawful calling or employment, and shall instruct them, 
[ or cause them to be instructed, in reading, writing, 
| English grammar, geography, and the elements of 
. arithmetic. 
j When select- _ Sec. 23. The selectmen, in their respective towns, 
‘ them out to be Shall inspect the conduct of the heads of families, and 
educated, &. jf they find any who neglect the education of the 
i children under their care, they may admonish them 
to attend to their duty; and if they continue to be 
negligent, whereby the children grow rude, stubborn 
and unruly, they shall, with the advice of a justice 
‘ of the peace, take such children from their parents, 
or those who have the charge of them, and bind 
them out to some proper master—males till twenty- 
one and females till eighteen years of age—that they 
may be properly educated and brought up in some 
‘ lawful calling or employment. 
: Stubborn chil: Sec. 24, Whenever any children or minors shall 
} corrected, &e. be stubborn and rebellious, and shall refuse to obey 
the commands, and resist the authority of their par- 
t ents or of those who have the charge of them, then the 
| parents or those who have the charge of \them or 





| *,* “Title,” “chapter,” “sec.,” refer to the same in the Statutes, 
ome) edition of 1854. 
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any informing officer, may make complaint to two 
justices of the peace in the town where the parties 
live, and such justices may issue a warrant, and 
cause such children to be apprehended and brought 
before them, and if, on due inquiry, they shall find 
them to be guilty, they may sentence them to be 
committed to the house of correction in the town 
where they live, or if there be none in that town, to 
the common jail in the county, to remain confined 
at hard labor so long as said justices of the peace 
shall judge proper—not exceeding thirty days; pro- 
vided, that said justices, on the reformation of such 
children, may at any time after the commitment, 
order their release and return to their parents, or to 
those who have the charge of them.' 

Sec. 25. No child under the age of fifteen years, ,, 184% 1. 
shall be employed to labor in any manufacturing the age of fif- 
establishment, or in any other business in this state, roa on tener tn 
unless such child shall have attended some public in labor uunieas 
or private day school, where instruction is given by instructed at 
a teacher qualified to instruct in orthography, reading, art 

writing, English grammar, geography and arithmetic, 
at least three months of the twelve next preceding 

any and every year in which such child shall be so 
employed; and the owner, agent or superintendent 
of any manufacturing establishment, who shall em- 
ploy any child in such establishment, contrary to the 
provisions of this section, shall forfeit and pay for 
each offense, a penalty of twenty-five dollars to the 
treasurer of the state. 

Sec. 26. A certificate signed and sworn to by the | 6 te of 
instructor of the school where any child may have instructor to be 
attended, that such child has received the instruction — 
aforesaid, shall be deemed sufficient evidence of that . 
fact; and it shall be the duty of the school visitors 
of the several school societies, personally, or by a 
committee by them appointed annually, and as often a 
as they shall think proper, to examine into the situa- yisitrs. 
tion of the children employed in the several manu- 
facturing establishments in their respective societies, 
and to ascertain whether the foregoing requirements 
are duly observed, and to report all violations thereof 





1 See also the act of 1851, establishing a state reform school. 
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to some informing officer, to the intent that prosecu- 
tions may be instituted therefor; and it shall be the 
duty of all informing officers to prosecute for all such 
violations. 

Children under Sec. 27. No proprietor of any cotton or woolen 

fourteen years manufacturing establishment in this state, or person 

not to be em- ° ° : : 

ployed more Carrying on the business of manufacturing in any 

= ten hours sych establishment, as lessee, or in any other manner, 

” or person having charge of the affairs of any such 

establishment or business, shall employ or suffer to 
be employed, or aid or assist in employing in such 
establishment any child under fourteen years of age, 
a greater length of time than ten hours in any one day. 
Every person who shall violate any of the provisions 
of this section, shall forfeit and pay for each offense 
a penalty of seven dollars. 


TITLE X. 


AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION. 


CHAPTER I. 


TREATS ONLY OF COLLEGES. 


An Act for the Establishment of a State Normal 
School. 1849. 
* 


Anema §1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
= estab- Representatives in General Assembly convened, There 
: shall be established, as herein after provided, one 

Its object. | normal school, or seminary, for the training of teach- 
ers in the art of instructing and goyerning the com- 

mon schools of this state; the object of which 

normal school or seminary shall be, rot to educate 


i) 
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teachers in the studies now required by law, but to 
receive such as are found competent in these studies, 
in the manner herein after provided, and train them 
in the best methods of teaching and conducting com- 
mon schools. 

§2. ‘There shall be appointed by the legislature Trustees. 
eight trustees of said normal school, one from each 
county in the state; two of whom shall in the first 
instance hold their office for one year, two for two 
ears, two for three years, and two for four years, 
the term of office to be by them determined, by lot Vacancies,how 
or otherwise; the vacancies to be filled by appoint-""** 
ment by the legislature, for the residue of the term 
which shall so become vacant; and the superintend- 
ent of common schools, ez officio, shall also be a 
member of said board. 

§3. The expenses necessarily incurred by said Expenses, how 
trustees, in the discharge of their duties, shall be ‘re 
defrayed out of the funds herein appropriated for 
the support of said school, and they shall receive no 
compensation for their services. 

§4. To said board of trustees shall be committed Duties of the 
the location of said school; the application of the Pow? of tus- 
funds for the support thereof; the appointment of 
teachers and power of removing the same; the 
power to prescribe the studies and exercises of the 
school, rules for its management, and granting 
diplomas; and they shall report annually to the To report 
legislature their own doings and the progress and ™¥#lly- 
condition of the school; and the said trustees are 
hereby authorized to change the location of said 
normal school from time to time as they deem best 
for the interest of said school, and for the accommo- 
dation of the pupils in the different parts of the 
state, provided suitable buildings and fixtures are 
furnished without expense to the state. 

§5. The number of pupils shall not exceed two Number of 
hundred and twenty, and the visitors of each school Pupils and 
society in the state shall be requested to forward to selection. 
the superintendent of common schools, annually, 
the names of four persons, two of each sex, appli- 
cants for admission to said school, whom the said 
visitors shall certify they have examined and appro- 
ved as possessed of the qualifications required of 
teachers of common schools in this state; which 


[9] 
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Trustees may 
fill vacancies. 


Trustees may 
establish a 
model primary 
school. 


Provision for 
the support of 
the normal 
school. 


applicants shall have given to said visitors a written 
declaration, signed with their own hands, that their 
object in seeking admission to the school is to qual- 
ify themselves for the employment of common school 
teachers, and that it is their intention to engage in 
that employment in this state, which applicants the 
said visitors shall recommend to the trustees as suit- 
able persons by their age, character, talents and 
attainments, to be received as pupils in the normal 
school. The trustees shall select by lot, from the 
whole number of applicants from each county, the 
proportion of pupils to which such county is entitled 
by its population, of male and female, each an equal 
number ; provided, that not more than one shall be 
admitted from any school society, till each society, 
from which an application is made, shall have a pupil 
in the school. The trustees shall forward to each 
pupil, so appointed, a certificate of his appointment, 
returning also to the principal a list of pupils appoint- 
ed to the school. Hf there shall not be a sufficient 
number of applicants from any county to fill the 
number of appointments allowed to such county, the 
trustees shall fill the vacancy by lot from among the 
whole number of remaining applicants. To all 
pupils so admitted to the school, the tuition and all 
the privileges of the school shall be gratuitous. 

§6. The said trustees are authorized to make pro- 
visions for a model primary school, under a perma- 
nent teacher approved by them, in which the pupils 
of the normal school shall have opportunity to prac- 
tice the modes of instruction and discipline inculca- 
ted in the normal school. 

§7. For the support of said normal school there 
is hereby appropriated the bonus derived from the 
“State Bank,” and the interest which may accrue — 
thereon ; from which the sum of twenty-five hundred 
dollars, annually, for the term of four years, shall be 
paid to said trustees, with said interest, by order of 
the comptroller, on the treasurer of the state; no 
part of which sum shall be expended in any build- 
ing or fixtures for said school. 


[10] 
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CHAPTER II. 
OF COMMON SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL SOCIETIES.! 


Sec. 10. The commissioner of the school fund 


Commissioner 


1845. 


shall, ex officio, be superintendent of common schools, ¢¢ school fund, 


and it shall be his duty in that capacity to exercise a sopetiatentons 
general supervision over the common schools of the Scyools. 


state, to collect information from school visitors, in 
the manner provided in the twenty-fifth section of 
this act, and from other sources, to prepare and sub- 
mit an annual report to the general assembly, con- 
taining a statement of the condition of the common 
schools of the state, plans and suggestions for the 
improvement and better organization of the common 
school system, and all such matters relating to his 
office, and to the interests of education, as he shall 
deem expedient to communicate.” 

§6l. The principal of the state normal school shall 
be, ex officio, superintendent of common schools, , 


1849. 
rincipal of 


tate normal 


whose duty it shall be to exercise a general supervis- school to be 


superintendent 


ion over the common schools of the state, to collect 5¢ common 
information from school visitors, in the manner pro- schools. 


vided in the twenty-fifth section of the Act concern-' 
ing Education, and from other sources, to prepare 
and submit an annual report to the general assem- 


bly, containing a statement of the condition of the Annual report. 


common schools of the state, plans and suggestions 
for the improvement and better organization of the 
common school system, and all such matters relating 
to his office, and to the interests of education, as he 
shall deem expedient to communicate. ° 


§ 2. That the superintendent appointed by virtue To hold schools 


hereof be and he is hereby authorized and directed 
to hold at one convenient place in each county of 
the state, in the months of September, Oetober or 
November annually, schools or conventions of teach- 
ers, for the purpose of instructing in the best modes 
of governing and teaching our common schools, and 
to employ one suitable person to assist him at each 
of said schools. 





1 The law concerning common schools was revised in the year 1841 
and materially altered in 1842. The provisions of the present act are 
essentially the same as the provisions of those acts. The changes since 
are indicated by the years in the margin. 

2 Repealed by the act of 1849 following, § 5, p. 12. 
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or conventions 
of teachers. 
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Compensation. 


Compensation 
of assistance. 


To give notice 


of time and 
place of said 
teachers’ 
schools or 
cenventions. 


Repeal of act 
constitutin 
school fun 
commissioner, 


superintendent 


of common 
schools. 


School socie- 
ties, how con- 
stituted and 

their powers. 


§3. That the compensation of the superintendent 
shall be three dollars per day, in full for his services 
while actually employed in performing the duties 
required of him by law, and shall be allowed his 
necessary disbursements for traveling expenses, 
stationery, printing and clerk hire, in the business of 
said office. And the persons or persons by him em- 
ployed in assisting at said school, shall be allowed not 
exceeding three dollars per day for the time occupied 
in traveling to and from and attending said school 
conventions ; which compensation and disbursements 
shall be paid from the civil list funds of the state, 
after being taxed and allowed by the comptroller, 
who shall draw an order on the state treasurer there- 
for. 

§4. That the superintendent of common schools 
be, and he is hereby directed to give seasonable 
notice to each school society of the times and places 
of holding said schools or conventions, and such 
other notice to the teachers as he may deem expedient. 

§5. That so much of the tenth section of the Act 
concerning Education as constitutes the commis- 
sioner of the school funds, ex officio, superintendent 
of common schools, and the resolve, passed in 1848, 
providing for employing persons to hold schools of 
teachers, and for holding the same, be, and the same 
are hereby repealed. Provided that the commis- 
sioner of the school fund shall, ex officio, remain 
superintendent of common schools, exercising all 
the powers heretofore conferred on him, until the 
principal of the state normal school shall be ap- 
pointed, and enter on the duties of said appoint- 
ment. 

Sec. 11. Every school society, established as 
such by the general assembly, and the inhabitants 
living within the limits of any ecclesiastical society, 
incorporated with local limits, or such proportions of 
the same as have not been specially incorporated, 
shall constitute a school society, and as such shall 
be a body corporate, and respectively have power to 
establish and maintain common schools of different 
grades; to purchase, receive, hold, and convey, any 





1 See act of 1849, for the establishment of a state normal school, 
under title x., chapter i. 
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real or personal property, for school society purposes ; 
to build and repair school-houses; to lay taxes ; to 
sue and be sued; and to make all lawful agreements 
and regulations for the useful education of all the 
children of the society.’ 

Sec. 12. Every school society shall hold an an- Annual and 
nual meeting on such days in the month of Septem- joes when beld, 
ber, or October, in each year, as the committee, or and how called. 
clerk, in their notice therefor may designate, for the 
choice of officers, and the transaction of any business 
relating to such society, and shall also hold a special 
meeting whenever the same shall be duly called; 
and the school committee of the society, or, if there 
be no committee, the clerk, may call a special meet- 
ing whenever they shall think necessary or proper, 
and they shall call a special meeting, on the written 
request of any ten residents therein, qualified to vote, 
which request shall state the object of calling the 
same. 

Sec. 13. All society meetings shall be held at the piace of hold- 
usual place of holding the same, unless some other —— time of 
place shall have been designated at a regular meeting ” 
of the society; and notice of the time and place 
of every annual meeting, and of the time, place and 
object of every special meeting, shall be given at 
least five days, inclusive, previous to holding the 
same.” 

Every warning of any meeting of any borough, 1849. 
city, ecclesiastical society, school society, school Warnings of 
district, or other public community, shall specify the ing to specify 
objects for which such meeting is to be held. pari pe 

All school societies and school districts may hold 1854. 
their respective meetings in such public halls, school- Where school 
houses or other public places, (within the limits of Pf ™’ 
such societies and districts respectively,) as may be 
designated for the purpose in the warnings of such 
meetings respectively. 

Sec. 14. The school society committee, or, if there Notice of meet- 
be no such committee, the clerk, shall give notice of ing, — 
any society meeting, either by publishing the same in given. 

a newspaper printed in the society, or by putting the 





1 On the division of society, the funds may be divided. Willimantic 
School Society v. First School Society in Windham, 14 C. R., 457. 
2 What is a sufficient warning. Bartlett v. Kinsley et al., 15 C. R., 
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Clerk tohavea Such meeting, shall furnish the clerk of the society 
copy of notice. with a copy of such notice, on or before the day of 


1851. 
Copy of warn- 
ing for school 
society or dis- 
trict meeting, 
to be left with 
the clerk. 


School society 
may fix the 
time for annu- 
al meetings. 


Proviso. 


1852. 
Confirming 
meetings of 
school societ 


and school dis- 
tricts in certain 


cases. 


1853. 
June 15th. 
Confirming 
school society 
and district 
meetings. 


notice on a sign-post therein, or in some other mode 
previously designated by the society; but if there be 
no such newspaper, nor sign-post, nor other mode 
designated, such school committee, or clerk, may give 
the notice in such mode as they may deem proper, 
and the person or persons calling, or notifying, any 


holding the same. 

§1. That no future meeting of any school socie- 
ty or school district shall be deemed to be legally 
warned, unless, in addition to the notice now required 
to be given of the time, place and object of such meet- 
ing, the person or persons giving such notice shall, 
on the day of giving such notice, leave a duplicate 
of the same with the clerk of such society or district, 
which it shall be the duty of such clerk to preserve on 
file. 

§ 2. That every school society, at any legal meet- 
ing, specially warned for that purpose, may designate 
the time and place of holding all subsequent annual 
meetings of said society, within said society’s limits; 
provided, that such annual meetings be appointed at 
some time within the month of September, or Octo- 
ber, in each year. 

That all meetings of school societies or school dis- 
tricts, which were informal by reason of the neglect 





ies Of the school society’s committee, or district commit- 


tee, to leave a duplicate of the warning with the clerk 
of such society or district, or when the proceedings of 
the meetings of such school societies or districts have 
been in any other respect informal or unlawful, shall, 
notwithstanding such neglect, informaiity, or unlaw- 
ful proceedings, be, and they are hereby validated and 
confirmed: provided, that the meetings were in other 
respects conformable to law, and provided further, 
that this act shall not affect any suit now pending. 
§1. All meetings of school societies or school dis- 
tricts, which have been held in any of the school 
societies or school districts of this state, since the 
fourth day of July, A. D. 1851, which were informal 
and illegal, by reason of the neglect of the school 
society or school district committee, to leave a dupli- 
cate of the warnings, that have been posted in any 
such school society or school district, calling any such 
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school society or school district meeting, with the 
clerk of such school society or school district, shall, 
notwithstanding such neglect and omission, be, and 
they are hereby declared to be valid and legal meet- 
ings, and all votes, which have been passed at any 
such meeting, that were in other respects conformable © 
to law, be, and they are hereby declared to be legal 
and valid. 

§2. This act shall not affect any suit now pending when to take 
in any of the courts of this state, and shall take effect «fect. 
from the day of its passage.' 

Sec. 15. Every person residing in the society, qual- Who may vote, 
ified to vote in town meeting, may vote in school ™t Se: 
society meeting; and every meeting may choose its 
own moderator, and may adjourn from time to time, 
to meet at the same, or any other place.’ 

That every person who shall vote, act orintermed- _ i 49, 
dle in any school society, or school district meeting, phe ya denying 
not being qualified to vote therein, shall be punished soataty a. 
by a fine not exceeding seven dollars. ing. 

That if any person or persons shall vote illegally 1853. 
in any school society, or school district meeting, such ee ee 
person or persons shall forfeit and pay, the sum of jn sch 


n school socie- 
seventeen dollars to the treasurer of the county ty or district 


where the offense is committed; and it shall be the seed ona 
duty of attorneys for the state in the several counties ceute for the 
and grand jurors in the several towns to make pre-— 

sentment of every such offense. 

Sec. 16. Every school society, at the annual meet- oficers, and 
ing, shall choose a clerk, a school committee of one their tenure of 
or three persons, a board of school visitors not ex- 
ceeding nine persons, a treasurer, and acollector, who 
shall hold their respective offices until the next annual 
meeting, and until others are chosen or appointed. 

Sec. 17. Whenever any vacancy shall occur in any vacancies, hov 
office in the society, by death, removal or otherwise, filled. 
the school committee for the time being may fill the 
same, in their own number, or otherwise, and make 
return to the clerk of the society; and any person, 
legally chosen, or appointed, who shall refuse or neg- 
lect, to discharge any duty imposed by this or any 


a 





1 See confirming act of 1854 as to taxes laid by a district, formed 
from two or more districts, under title lv., sect. 47. 


2 See under title iii., chapter ii. 
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Forfeit for other act in relation to schools, or the education of 
neglect. children, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars, to be 
collected by the treasurer of the society, for the use 
of schools. 
Clerktobe | Sec. 18. The clerk shall be sworn to a faithful dis- 
sworn, and bis Charge of the duties of his office, by the moderator 
, of the meeting, or by a justice of the peace; shall 
keep a record of the notices and the proceedings of 
the society, copies of which duly attested, shall be 
legal evidence in all courts; shall preserve on file all 
reports made to the society, and perform all other 
duties appropriate to his office.! 
1854. §1. That in all cases when the clerk of any school 
creine Scth. society or the clerk of any school district in this 
ing to take the State has omitted or neglected to take the oath pre- 
oath, not to in- scribed by law before entering upon his duties as such 
ate do- . ° 
ings. clerk, and when the record in all other respects is 
valid and correct, such record and all the proceedings 
of such society or district, shall not for any such 
cause be adjudged void, but such record and the pro- 
ceedings of such society or district, shall be adjudged 
valid and legal, as if such clerk had been previously 
sworn according to law. Provided, that no suit or 
action now pending, shall in any manner be affected 
by the provisions of this act. 

When totake §2. This act shall take effect from and after the 

ne day of its passage. 
1854. That no meeting of a school society or school 
Meetings here- district heretofore held shall be deemed illegal by 
tofore held no’ ° ° ° 
tobe deemed reason of the neglect of their respective committees 
illegal for nes- to leave a warning thereof with their respective 
ect of certain ° es ° 
requirements. Clerks, or to give the requisite warning of the same 
as is now by law required, or of said clerk’s omission 
to record the proceedings of said meeting held in 
pursuance of said warning, but that said warning, 
meeting and proceedings, if otherwise conformable 
to law, be and they are hereby declared legal ; pro- 
vided, that this act shall not affect any suit now 
pending. 

—o Sec. 19. The school committee shall have the 

duties of school care and management of any property or funds 


society com- belonging to the sociefy, and shall lodge all bonds, 





1 Taking of the oath at any time before making record satisfies the 
statute. Bartlett v. Kinsley, 15 C. R., 327. 
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leases, notes and other securities, with the treasurer, 
except so far as the same have been or shall be 
intrusted to others, by the donor or grantor, or by 
the general assembly, or by the society; they shall 
pay to the treasurer all money which they may collect 
and receive for the use of schools ; they shall settle and 
describe the boundary lines of any new school district, 
or of any existing district or parts of a district within 
their limits, where the lines are not now settled and 
described, when applied to by the district, and shal! 
cause the same to be entered on the records of the soci- 
ety; they shall designate the time, place and object of 
holding the first meeting in any new district; they 
shall give due notice of all meetings of the society ; 
they shall make return of the number of persons 
over four and under sixteen years of age in said 
society to the comptroller, and draw orders on the 
same for any portion of public money due to said 
society, as hereafter prescribed; and they shall 
draw all orders on the treasurer of the society, and 
perform all other lawful acts which may be required 
of them by the society, or which may be necessary 
to carry into full effect the powers of school societies. 


Sec. 20. The treasurer, when required, shall give Duties of treas 


bond in such amount as shall be prescribed by the” 


society, and with such sureties as shall be approved 
by the school society committee, for the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty; and shall receive and take care 
of all money, leases, bonds, notes and other securi- 
ties, of the funds or property of the society, except 
those specially intrusted to others by the donor or 
grantor or by law, and deliver and pay over the 
same to the order of the committee, and render his 
account at the annual meeting. 


Sec. 21. The collector shall collect and pay to the Duties of col- 


treasurer all taxes or rates laid by the society, and, 
by a warrant from a justice of the peace, shall have 
the same power to collect and levy such taxes in and 
beyond the limits of such society, as collectors of 
town taxes, and be liable in the same way for refusal 
or neglect. 


ector. 


Sec. 22. The board of visitors shall prescribe rules 5°40! visitors 
shall prescribe 


and regulations for the management, studies, books, books, examine 


j ; tacinii ; teachers, give 
classification and discipline of the schools in the poner mis ge 


society ; shall themselves, or by a committee by visit schools. 
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Visitors shall 
annul certifi- 
cate, submit 
annual report, 
and appoint 
sub-committee. 


45. 
Acting school 
visitors, how 
appointed. 


Their duty. 


them appointed for that purpose, examine all candi- 
dates for teachers in the common schools of such 
society, and shall give to those persons with whose 
moral character, literary attainments and ability to 
teach they are satisfied, a certificate, setting forth 
the branches he or she is found capable of teaching; 
provided, that no certificate shall be given to any 
person not found qualified to teach reading, writing, 
arithmetic and grammar, thoroughly, and the rudi- 
ments of geography and history; shall visit all the 
common schools of said society, twice at least during 
each season for schooling, once within four weeks 
after the opening, and again within four weeks pre- 
ceding the close of the school, at which visits they 
shall examine the register of the teacher, and other 
matters touching the school-house, library, studies, 
discipline, mode of teaching and improvement of 
the school.' 

Sec. 23. The board of visitors shall annul, by a 
major vote of the board, the certificates of such 
teachers as shall be found unqualified or who will 
not conform to the law and the regulations adopted 
by the visitors; and shall submit to the society, at 
their annual meeting, a written account of their 
own doings and of the condition of the several 
schools within their limits, for the year preceding; 
and said board may appoint a committee of one or 
two persons, to exercise all the powers and perform 
all the duties of said visitors, subject to their rules 
and regulations. 

Sec. 24. The visitors of each school society may, 
immediately after their appointment, meet and choose 
one or more of their number to be the acting school 
visitor or visitors of the society, for the year ensuing. 

Src. 25. It shall be the duty of the acting school 
visitor or visitors of every school society, to visit 
every common school in said society, in company 
with one or more of the visitors, or of the district 
committee, if such attendance can be obtained; and 
such visits shall be made twice at least during each 
season of schooling, in conformity with the provisions 
of this act. It shall be his or their duty, unless 





1 See Statutes, tit. vi., sec. 136, for penalty for introducing certain 
books or prints into any school. 
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otherwise directed by the visitors, to spend at least 

half a day in each school visit; it shall be his or 

their duty to make a full report of the condition of To make report 
the common schools of said society and of all im- ‘ Superintend- 
portant facts concerning the same to the superintend- 

ent of common schools, before the expiration of the 

year for which he is appointed, and to answer, in 

writing, all inquiries that may be propounded to 

him or them, on the subject of common schools, by 

said superintendent. He or they shall also prepare Abstract of 
an abstract of such report to be read at the annual Tepertto be 
meeting of said society, or, if the visitor direct, at meeting. 

the annual meeting of the town in which said society 

is situated. 

Sec. 26. The acting school visitor or visitors of Compensation. 
any school society shall receive for the time actually 
spent in the performance of the duties prescribed in 
this act, the sum of one dollar each, per day, to be 
paid out of the treasury of the town in which the yoy paia, 
school-houses of the schools visited by him or them 
are situated; such payment to be made from the 
income of that part of the town deposit fund, not 
appropriated by the legislature for the support of 
schools, or in such manner as the town shall direct; 
provided, that he or they shall have made his or their proviso, 
annual report in the manner prescribed in the prece- 
ding sections; and provided further, that his or their 
account shall be approved by the visitors of the 
society. 

Src. 27. Whenever a common school of a higher Schools of a 
grade, for the older and more advanced children of bisher grade. 
either sex, shall be established and maintained by 
any society, such school shall be subject to the man- 
agement of the board of visitors, unless otherwise 
directed by the society, and shall receive such pro- 
portion of all money provided for the support of 
common schools in such society, as the number of 
scholars attending such high school, shall be to the 
whole number attending all the other common schools 
of the society. 2 

Sec. 28. Every school society may establish and School society 
maintain alibrary for the use of the children thereof, !>™*"es- 
under such rules and regulations as said society may 
adopt; and such library may be kept together at 
some convenient place, or be distributed into several 
parts, for the convenience of the several districts. 
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Boundary lines 
of school socie 
ties, how estab 
lished. 


1841. 1848. 
School dis- 


tricts, how for- 


Sec. 29. Whenever the boundary line between 
any two school societies is not clearly settled and 
defined, it shall be the duty of the school committees 
of such societies, to settle and define the same; and 
in case they can not agree, said committees shall 
appoint some disinterested person or persons, to 
settle and define said line, whose decision shall be 
final, and the boundary line thus settled and defined, 
shall be entered on the records of the two societies, 


CHAPTER III. 
OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


Sec. 30. Each school society shall have power to 
form, alter, or dissolve, school districts within its 


med ; from two limits; and any two or more societies may form a 


or more socie 
ties, &c. 


district of adjoining portions of their several socie- 
ties, and may alter and dissolve the same; and every 
school district thus formed, shall for all school pur- 
poses, belong to the society in which the school- 
house shall be situated, and the inhabitants of such 
district shall have the same rights and privileges in 
such society, in all matters pertaining to schools, as 
are enjoyed by those of other school districts; pro- 
vided, that no existing district, by the formation of 
a new one, shall be reduced, so as to contain less 


‘ than forty persons between the ages_ of four and six- 


1854. 
School dis- 
tricts lying in 
two towns to 
belong to the 
town where 
house is situa- 
ted. 


teen years, and that no alteration shall be made in 
the limits of any district incorporated by special act 
of the general assembly, unless such alteration shall 
be asked for, or confirmed by, a meeting of said dis- 
trict, warned for that purpose. 

§ 1. Every school district in this state which lies 
partly in one town and partly in another, shall belong 
for all school purposes to the school society of the 
town in which the school-house of said district is 
situated. 

§ 2. So much of the thirtieth section of an act 
concerning education as is inconsistent with this act, 
is hereby repealed. 

[20} 
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Sec. 31. The property of a district formed from Property in, 


two or more societies, may be taxed in the society *” 


in which the school-house is situated, for all school 
purposes, the same as the property of other districts; 
but for all other purposes, the parts of such district 
shall belong to, and be taxed in, the societies to 
which such parts belonged before such district was 
formed. 


taxed. 


Sec. 32. When any two or more districts shall be Property of 
consolidated into one, the new district shall own all] ©™lidated 


the corporate property of the several districts; and districts. 


when a district shall be divided, the funds and prop- 
erty, or the income and proceeds thereof, belonging 
to such district, shall be distributed among the sev- 
eral parts, in proportion to the number of persons 
between the ages of four and sixteen in each; and 
in case the distribution shall not be made before the 
district is divided, and the several parts can not 
agree, the committee of the school society shall dis- 
tribute the same. 

Sec. 33. Whenever on any such division of any 


and divided 


When property 
can not be divi- 


school district, the only or principal property of said ded, how dis- 
district shall consist of a school-house and real estate posed of. 


therewith connected, which can not be divided be- 
tween the several parts of such district, without great 
inconvenience, the committee of the school society, 
instead of dividing such school-house, and real estate, 
shall set such school-house and real estate to one 
part, and award that the other part or parts shall 
receive from the part to which such school-house and 
real estate is set, such sum of money as shall, in the 
judgment of such committee, be just and right; and 
such award shall be binding upon the several parts 
of such district. 


Sec. 34. All associations, under the statute of Union districts, 


1841, allowing any two or more adjoining school dis- 
tricts to associate together, and form a union district, 
entered into before the repeal of said statute, shall 
continue to be managed and regulated according to 
the provisions of the statute of 1841, any law or 
usage to the contrary notwithstanding.' 

Sec.35. Every school district shall hold an annual 





1 The act of 1842, repealing the statute authorizing union districts, 
reserved to such districts all rights they had acquired under said act. 


ow regulated. 
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Annual and 
special meet 
ings how and 
when holden. 


Where to be 
held. 


Notice of meet . 


ings, how giv- 
en. 


meeting, on such day in the month of September, or 
October, in each year, as the committee, or clerk, of 
the district, in the notice thereof may designate, for 
the choice of officers, and for the transaction of any 
other buginess relating to schools in said district, and 
shall also hold a special meeting whenever the same 
shall be duly called; and the district committee may 
call a special meeting, whenever such committee 
shall think necessary or proper, and shall call a spe- 
cial meeting on the written request of five residents 
therein qualified to vote, which request shall state the 
object of calling the same.' 

Sec. 36. District meetings shall be held at the dis- 
trict school-house; if there be no school-house, the 
committee shall determine the place of meeting; if 
there be no committee, the clerk shall determine the 
same; if there be no committee, and no clerk, the 
committee of the society to which such district be- 
longs, shall determine the place of meeting, which 
shall, in all cases, be within the limits of the district.' 
Sec. 37. Notice of the time and place of every 
annual meeting, and of the time, place, and object of 
every special meeting of the district, shall be given 
at least five days inclusive, previous to holding the 
same. ‘The district committee, or if there be no such 
committee, the clerk, or if there be no committee and 
no clerk, then the committee of the society, shall 
give notice of a district meeting, either by publish- 
ing the same in a newspaper printed in the district, 
or by putting the notice on the district school-house, 
or on the sign-post within the district, or in some 
other mode previously designated by the district; but 
if there be no such newspaper, school-house, nor 
sign-post, nor other mode so designated, then the 
committee of the school society to which such district 
belongs, shall determine how and where the notice 
shall be given.? * 





1 See under sect. 13, 14, and title iii., sect. 163. 

2 The object for which a meeting is called, should be so expressed in 
the warning, that the inhabitants may fairly understand for what they’ 
are convened. South School District v. Blakesley, 13 C. R., 237. The 
meeting should be opened within a reasonable time after the hour named 
in the notice; and what is such reasonable time, depends upon the 
circumstances of each particular case. Where it appears, from the rec- 
ord of a school district, that the meeting was held on the day appointed, 
the presumption of law is, that it was held at a suitable time. b. 

3 See under sect. 14. 
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Sec. 38. Every person residing in the district, qual- Who may vote, 
ified to vote in town meeting, may vote in district ™oderator, &e. 


meetings; and every meeting may choose its own 
moderator, and may adjourn from time to time, to 
meet at thé same or some other place.' 


Sec. 39. The name, or number and limits of every Name and lim- 
school district, shall be entered on the records of such its must be re- 


district, and on the records of the school society to 
which such district belongs. 


corded. . 


Src.40. Whenever the boundary lines of any dis- Boundary lines 
trict are not clearly settled and defined, the school »°w defined. 


committee of the society in which the district is sit- 
uated, shall settle and define the same; and when- 
ever said committee can not agree in settling and 
defining such boundary lines, the school society to 
which such district belongs, may appoint three indif- 
ferent persons for that purpose, who shall have the 
same authority therein, as is herein conferred upon 
said society’s committee; and said boundary lines 
may, in either case, when necessary, be defined by 
an actual survey; and when parts of such district lie 
in two or more societies, the committee of the school 
society in which any such partis situated,,or in case 
of disaggeement, indifferent persons, appointed as 
ame shall settle and define the boundary lines 
of such part. 


Sec.41. Every school district shall be a body cor- Powers of dis- 


porate, and shall have power to sue and be sued; to 


purchase, receive, hold, and convey, real or personal 
property for school purposes; to build, purchase, hire, 
and repair school-houses, and to supply the same 
with fuel, furniture, and other appendages and ac- 
commodations; to purchase maps, globes, black- 
boards, and other school apparatus; to establish and 
maintain a school library; to employ one or more 
teachers, and shall be holden to pay the wages of 
any such teacher or teachers, as are employed by the 
committee of such district in. conformity to law; to 
lay taxes, and to make all lawful agreements and 
regulations for establishing and conducting schools, 
not inconsistent with the regulations of the school 
society to which such district belongs.’ * 





1 See under sect. 15. Penalty for illegal voting. 

2A school district may be sued, and the property of its inhabitants 
may be taken, to satisfy a judgment against the district. McLoud v. 
Selby, 10 C. R., 390. 
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Officers of 


school districts, 


and penalty 


Sec. 42. Each school district shall choose, at the 
annual meeting, a committee of not more than three 


for not serving. residents of the district, a clerk, who shall be sworn, 


Vacancies, how 


filled. 


Duties of dis- 
trict commit- 
tees. 


a treasurer, and collector, who shall hold their respec- 
tive offices until the next annual meeting; and until 
others are chosen, or appointed; and any person so 
chosen, who shall refuse, or neglect, to perform the 
duties of the office, shall pay five dollars to the treas- 
urer of the district, for the use of said district; pro- 
vided, that any new district may choose their officers 
at their first, or at any subsequent meeting, called by a 
committee of the society, who shall hold their offices 
till the annual meeting of such school district. ? 

Sec. 43. In case any district, at the time for the 
annual meeting, shall fail or neglect to appoint all or 
any of the officers required by this act, or any 
vacancy shall occur by death, removal from the 
district, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the 
committee of the school society, to which such 
district belongs, to make such appointment, and to 
fill such vacancy, on receiving written notice thereof 
from any three members of the district, and to lodge 
the name or names of such officers so appointed with 
the district clerk. . 

Sec. 44. The district committee shall give notice 
of all meetings of the district, in the manner prescrib 
ed; shall, unless otherwise directed by the district, 
employ one or more qualified teachers; shall provide 
suitable school-rooms, and furnish the same with fuel 
properly prepared ; shall visit the schools, by one or 





A district school-house not an out-house within the thirtieth section of 
the act of 1830, concerning crimes and punishments. 

3 A deed in the common form, but expressed to be “for the purpose 
of erecting a school-house or school-houses for school purposes, and 
for these purposes only,” held to be a conveyance of the land and not 
of some possibility or peculiar interest in reversion. Sherwood v. 
Waller, 20 C. R., 263. 

Where the defendants were a school district and the question was, as 
to the title to land under a deed to them from the plaintiff; it was held, 
that a vote of such district passed at a legal meeting at which the plain- 
tiff was present, was admissible in connection with other testimony, for 
the purpose of showing the assent thereto given by him. Waller v. The 
Eleventh School District in the Town of New Milford, 22 C. R., 326. 

1 The clerk need not be sworn during the meeting at which he is ap- 
pointed, it being sufficient, if he is sworn before making the record. The 
record may be made after the meeting, from minutes taken at the meet- 
ing. Bartlett v. Kinsley, 15 C. R., 327. 

2 See under sect. 18. 
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more of their number, twice at least during each sea- 
son of schooling; may, when the scholars are not 
properly supplied with books, if he or they deem it 
necessary, provide the same at the expense of the 
district ; shall suspend, during pleasure, or expel from 
school, during the current season, all pupils found 
guilty, on full hearing, of incorrigibly bad conduct; 
and shall give such information and assistance to the 
school committees and visitors of the society, as they 
may require, and perform all other lawful acts that 
may be required of them by the district, or which 
may be necessary to carry into full effect the powers 
and duties of school districts.' 

Sec. 45. The clerk, treasurer, and collector, of each Duties of clerk, 
school district, shall exercise the same powers, and TGssurer and 
perform the same duties in their respective districts, 
as the clerk, treasurer, and collector, of school socie- 
ties do in their respective societies.’ 

Sec. 46. The inhabitants of each district, in lawful an and 
meeting, shall have power to require that the treasur- ae 
erand collector shall respectively give bonds to the sive bonds. 
district, for the faithful discharge of the duties of their 
respective offices, which bonds shall be approved by 
the district committee, before the treasurer, or col- 
lector, shall enter upon the duties of his office. 

Sc. 47. The vote of two-thirds of any legal meet- Site of new 
ing shall be necessary, to fix the site of a new school- ge 
house, or to change the site of an old one; but if such 
vote of two-thirds can not be obtained in favor of any 
site, the committee of the school society, or the com- 
mittees of the school societies in which such district is 
located, on application of the district, shall fix the site, 
and make return thereof to the clerk of the district, and 
to the clerk of the society in which such site shall be. 

Sec, 48. Whenever a school district, from inability Provision for 
or other cause, shall not support a school within fonelsrs in die 
the same, and the scholars belonging thereto shall school is kept, 
attend the school of any other district, it shall be“ 
lawful for the school society, where the enumeration 
of the children is made and returned, to receive from 
the comptroller of public accounts, and to pay to 
the district or districts where such children actually 

1 See foot note under sect. 50. 

2 See title lv., sect. 52, 53, 54, 57, 58, 59. 
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attend school, the proportion of school moneys which 
are drawn on the children so enumerated; and a cer- 
tificate from the committee of the school district 
where such children have attended school, that the 
money is so appropriated, shall be presented to the 
committee of the school society to which such chil- 
dren belong, and shall be sufficient evidence that 
such money has been appropriated according to law. 


IN ADDITION AND ALTERATION, 1854, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened : 


§ 1. Any town which does not embrace a city 
within its boundaries, any city, and the inhabitants 
of that portion of any town embracing a city within 
its boundaries, which lies without the limits of such 
city, shall have power, at a meeting warned and held 
for the purpose, to consolidate the several existing 
school districts and parts of districts within their 
respective limits, into one school district. And no 
district so formed shall belong to or be a part of any 
school society. 

§ 2. The meetings of a town or city under the 
foregoing provision shall be warned and held in the 
same manner as is prescribed by law for warning 
and holding town or city meetings for other purposes ; 
and the meetings of the inhabitants of a part of a 
town under the same provision, shall be warned by 
the selectmen of such town, by posting a notice 
thereof on two or more of the public sign-posts in or 
nearest to that part of the town where said inhab- 
itants, or some of them reside, at least five days in- 
clusive before such meeting is to be held, and shall 
be held at such convenient place in that portion of 
said town as the said selectmen may designate and 
determine. 

§ 3. Every school district formed in pursuance of 
this act out of any town or city, shall bear the name 
of such town or city ; and every school district formed 
from a part of a town only, shall bear such name as 
the inhabitants thereof in legal meeting assembled, 
shall designate, and every such district shall be a body 
corporate and politic, with power to sue and be sued ; 
to purchase, take, hold and convey, real and personal 
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property for school purposes; to build, purchase, hire 
and repair school houses, and to supply the same 
with furniture, fuel, maps, globes, black-boards and 
other school apparatus, and with such appendages 
and accommodations as may be necessary; to estab- 
lish and maintain common schools of diflerent grades 
and a school library; to lay and collect taxes; and 
to do all other lawful acts and things which may be 
required for the useful education of all the children of 
such district. 

§ 4. 1f any school district formed pursuant to this How school 
act shall not embrace the whole of any existing Societies pre to 
school society, that part of such society which is not anew when a 
within the limits of said district, shall constitute =. 
new school society, or be annexed to and become consolidated 
part of some adjoining school society or societies, as eee 
the superintendent of common schools shall deter- 
mine. 

§ 5. All the common schools in each school dis- The schools of 
trict formed in pursuance of this act, shall be under the schqo! dis- 
the general superintendence and direction of three, under the su- 
six, or nine persons, who shall be styled “the board Perintenfenes 
of education,” and shall be elected by the district at of education.” 
an annual meeting for the term of three years. Pro- 
vided, that of the number of persons who shall be 
elected members of said board at the first election, 
one-third shall go out of office at the end of one 
year, one-third at the end of two years, and one-third 
at the end of three years; so that one-third may be 
elected annually. 

§ 6. The board of education shall be the com- «pho poard of 
mittee of the district for which they are elected, and education” to 
shall have the general superintendence and charge of b¢ the com: 
all the common schools which are or may be estab- district. 
lished and kept therein. They shall have the care 
and management of the property or funds belonging 
to their district, and shall lodge all bonds, leases, 
notes, and other contracts and securities, with the 
treasurer of the district, unless the same have been 
or shall be intrusted to others by the donor or grantor 
or by the general assembly. They shall pay tothe. 
treasurer of the district all moneys which they may {hei powers 
collect or receive for the use of schools; shall annu- 
ally on or before the first day of February make 
return to the comptroller from an actual enumeration 
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made under oath by them or a committee by them 
appointed in the month of January of the same year, 
of the number of persons, between the ages of four 
and sixteen years, belonging to and residing in the 
district on the first Monday of said month of January, 
and shall draw orders on the comptroller for the por- 
tion of public money due at any time to the district, 
and on the district treasurer for the payment of all 
sums of money due from the district. They shall 
appoint annually, a committee to visit schools, and 
examine candidates for teachers, and may appoint 
such other committees as they may deem necessary, 
and define their duties; they shall visit or cause to 
be visited by a committee of their appointment, each 
school within their district, at least twice during each 
season of schooling; they shall give to those candi- 
dates for teachers with whose moral character, literary 
attainments and ability to teach they are satisfied, 
a certificate setting forth their qualifications for teach- 
ing, and shall annul the certificates of those teachers 
who shall be found unqualified, or who will not con- 
form to the law and the regulations by them adopted; 
they shall determine the number and qualifications 
of the scholars to be admitted into each school— 
shall, unless otherwise directed by the district, em- 
ploy the requisite number of qualified teachers —shall 
provide suitable school-rooms and furnish the same 
with fuel properly prepared—shall prescribe rules and 
regulations for the management, studies, books, clas- 
sification, and discipline of the schools in their dis- 
trict—shall, at the expense of the district, furnish 
the requisite books to those scholars, who are not 
properly supplied, and whose parents, guardians, or 
masters are unable to supply them—shall suspend 
during pleasure, or expel during the current season, 
all scholars who, after a full hearing, shall be found 
by them to have been guilty of incorrigibly bad con- 
duct—shall during the first two weeks of the month 
of April, annually, ascertain the expense of support- 
ing and maintaining the schools under their superin- 
tendence during the year ending the thirty-first day 
of March previous, and report the same together with 
the amount of moneys received towards the payment 
thereof, to the district, at a meeting to be held on the 
ae Monday of April in each year, and shall, at the 
] 
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same time, make a full report of their doings, and To make 
the condition of the schools under their superintend- "°?™ 
ence, and all important facts concerning the same, to 

the district, and as soon thereafter as may be to 

the superintendent of common schools. They shal! 

also perform all other lawful acts that may be required 

of them by the district, or which may be necessary 

to carry into full effect the powers and duties of 

shoo! districts formed according to the requirements 

of this act. 

§ 7. The board of education shall receive such Compensation 
compensation from the district for their services, as < ae 
the inhabitants of such district, at their annual meet- 
ing shall determine. And the committee or commit- 
tees who shall examine candidates for school teachers, 
and visit the schools of the district, shall be paid the 
same compensation for their services, and in the same 
manuer, as it [is] provided by the twenty-sixth sec- 
tion of the act to which this is an addition. 

§ 8. Every school district formed according to this Annual meet- 
act, shall hold an annual meeting on the third Mon- thd Monday 
day of April in each year, and special meetings of April. 
whenever the board of education shall think neces- 
sary, or whenever requested in writing by five persons 
qualified to vote therein, provided, such request shall 
state particularly the object for which [such] meet- 
ings are desired. And every meeting may choose 
its own moderator, and may adjourn from time to 
time to meet at the same or some other place. 

§ 9. All annual and special meetings shall be Annual and 
warned by the board of education or the clerk of the a” 
district, in the manner provided by existing laws for wamed. 
warning meetings of other school districts, and shall 
be held at such place in the district as the inhabitants 
thereof in legal meeting shall order; but if the in- 
habitants of the district make no order on the subject, 
such meetings shall be held wherever the board of 
education shall think proper to call them. And all 
persons residing in the district and qualified to vote 
in meetings of the town or city, out of which the 
district was formed, may vote in the meetings of the 
district. 

§ 10. At each annual meeting, there shall be Officers 
chosen a clerk, who shall be sworn, a treasurer, col- 
lector, and such member or members of the board of 
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education as may be necessary to fill any and all 
vacancies existing therein. 

Officers tohold § 11. The clerk, treasurer and collector shall “hold 

their offices their respective offices until the annual meeting next 

meeting. following their appointment, and until others are 
chosen or appointed in their stead, and shall exercise 
the same powers, and perform the same duties, as 
the clerk, treasurer, and collector of other school 
districts are required by law to exercise and per. 
form, together with such other powers and duties as 
are prescribed by this act. 

Treasurerand § 12. The treasurer and collector, before entering 

collectorto ypon the duties of their respective offices, shall 

give bonds. 
respectively give bonds, to the district, with surety to 
the acceptance of the board of education, for the 
faithful performance of their respective duties. 

When vacan- § 13. If any vacancies shall occur in the office of 

cies occur, how clerk, treasurer or collector, by death, resignation, 


filled. oe 
. refusal to act, removal from the district or otherwise, 
the same shall be filled, by appointments made by 

the board of education, until the next annual meet- 

ing. 

A new site, § 14. A new site for a school-house in any district 


— formed pursuant to this act, may be established by a 
= vote of two-thirds of any legal meeting warned for 
the purpose, or by the board of education, if requested 
by the district, in case such vote of two-thirds can 
not be obtained. 
Return or 15. The return required by the sixth section of 
tobe chor to this act to be made to the comptroller of public ac- 
by the board. counts of the number of children between the ages of 
four and sixteen years in each school district, shall be 
subscribed and sworn to by a majority of the board 
of education making the same, and shall be in the 
following form, to wit: 
Form of retun We, the board of education of school dis- 
ee cnumera- trict, do certify that from an actual enumeration made 
by us, (or by a committee by us appointed,) under 
oath on the day of January last, we find that on 
the first Monday of said month, there were residing 
within said district and belonging thereto, the num- 
ber of persons between the ages of four and six- 


[30] 











SCHOOL DISTRICTS CONSOLIDATED. 143 





teen years; and we verily believe that said number 
is correct.” 
A. B. 
C.D. > board of education. 
E. F. 

“On this day of A.D. personally ap- 
peared A. B., C. D. and E. F., members of the board 
of education of school district, and made oath 
to the truth of the foregoing certificate by them sub- 
scribed before me. 

G. H., justice of the peace.” 

§ 16. The comptroller of public accounts, on ap- Congtatior to 
plication of the board of education of any school draw orders on 
district formed according to this act, shall draw an par a al 
order on the treasurer for the amount which such dis- the board of 
trict may be entitled to of all moneys appropriated nm tn 
by law for the benefit, support, and encouragement 
of common schools which may be in the treasury on 
the first day of March, annually; provided, that no 
order shall be drawn in favor of any such district, 
until the committee shall certify, in writing, under 
their hands, in the words following, to wit: : 

“We the committee of school district COM porn of cer 
posed of the town (or city) of do certify, that tificate. 
the schools in said district have been kept for at least 
four months in the year ending the thirty-first day of 
March last, by teachers duly examined and approved, 

_ and have been visited according to law; and that all 
the moneys drawn from the public treasury by said 
district for said year, appropriated to schooling, have 
been faithfully applied and expended in paying for 
the services of said teachers, and for no other purpose 
whatever. Dated at the day of A. D. 

School district committee. 

§ 17. Whenever the moneys provided to defray 
the expense of supporting and maintaining the Whe" moneys 
schools in any district formed pursuant to this dct, to pay the ex 
for the year preceding, shall be insufficient for the Pence. par- 

purpose, the deficiency may be raised by an assess- ents, &c., 
ment upon the parents, guardians, and masters of the mY °°, 
children who attended such schools, in the manner 
provided by the sixty-third, and sixty-fifth sections, of 

the act to which this [is] an addition, or by a tax 

upon the polls, and rateable estate of the district, or 
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partly by such assessment, and partly by such tax as 
the district shall direct. 

§ 18. The assessment list of every school district 
formed pursuant to this act, shall be made and per. 
fected, and all taxes which may be required for the 
lawful purposes of any such district, shall be laid: 
and collected in the manner provided by the sixty- 
sixth, sixty-seventh and sixty-ninth sections of the 
act to which this is an addition. Provided, that such 
assessment list shall be perfected by the assessors and 
board of relief of the town in which such district is 
situated, instead of the assessors and school society 
committee. 

§ 19. Every school district formed in pursuance of 
this act, shall be subject to the thirty-second, thirty- 
third, forty-ninth, fiftieth, sixty-first, sixty-second, and 
sixty-fifth sections of the act to which this is an ad- 
dition, but shall not be subject to any other provision 
of said act, nor to the provisions of any act in addi- 
tion thereto or alteration thereof, except so far as they 
are made so by some express provisions of this act. 


IN ADDITION, 1854. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened : 


§ 1. That any school district may take land which 
has been fixed upon by them as the site of a school- 
house for a common school, and which is necessary 
for that purpose, upon paying to the owner just com- 
pensation therefor. 

§ 2..4f the school district, wishing to take land for 
the purpose aforesaid, can not agree with the owner 
upon the compensation to be paid him therefor, they 
may prefer their petition to the superior court, to be 
held in the county in which the land lies, praying 
that such compensation may be ascertained and 
determined by said court. ‘The said petition shall 
be accompanied by a summons, signed by competent 
authority, notifying the owner of the land proposed 
to be taken to appear before the court to which the 
petition is returnable, and shall be served in the same 
manner as is provided by law for the service of bills 
or petitions in equity. And upon said petition said 
court shall appoint a committee of three judicious, 
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disinterested men, who, after being sworn, and after 
giving reasonable notice to the parties, shall examine 
the land proposed to be taken, and if they approve 
the site, shall ascertain its value, assess such sum in 
favor of the owner as will justly compensate him 
therefor, and in case of non-approval of said site by 
said committee, they shall have power to fix another 
site and proceed as aforesaid, and make report of 
their doings to the said superior court; and said 
court may reject the report of said committee, and 
set aside their doings for any irregular or improper 
conduct in the performance of their duties. 

§ 3. If the report of said committee be rejected If report of 
and their doings be set aside, the said court shall aes 
appoint another committee, who shall proceed in the court may ap- 
sane manner as the first: committee are required to Pom another. 
proceed by the foregoing section. But if said report 
shall be accepted by the court, such acceptance shall 
have the effect of a judgment in favor of the owner 
of the land against the petitioners, for the amount of 
the assessment made by the committee, and execu- 
tion may be issued therefor accordingly. Provided, 
that said land shall not be used or inclosed by the 
school district for any purpose whatever, until the 
amount of said judgment shall be paid to the party 
to whom it is due, or deposited for his use with the 
treasurer of the county. 

§ 4. The school district preferring the petition School district 
aforesaid, shall pay the committee for making said [Pay ®r. 
assessment a reasonable compensation for their ser- committee. 
vices, Which shall be taxed by the court to which 
their report is made. 


CHAPTERIV. 
OF TEACHERS. 


Sec. 49. No teacher shall be employed in any Teachers must 
$ i > : avy have a certif- 
school supported by any portion of the public money, — of egpee 
until he has received a certificate of examination bation, &c. 
and approbation signed by a majority of the board 
of visitors, or by all the committee by them appointed, 
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nor shall any teacher be entitled to draw any portion 
of his wages so far as the same is paid out of an 
public money appropriated by law to schools, unless 
he can produce such certificate, dated previous to 
the opening of his school; provided, that no new 
certificate shall be necessary, when the teacher is 
continued in the same school more than one term, 
unless the visitors shall require it. 

Src. 50. It shall be the duty of every teacher in 
any common district school, to enter in a book ora 
register, to be provided by the clerk at the expense 
of the district, the names of all the scholars attend- 
ing school, their ages, the date when they com- 
menced, the length of time they continued, and their 
daily attendance, together with the day of the month 
on which such school was visited by the school visi- 
tors of the society, or committee by them appointed; 
which book, or register, shall be open at all times to 
the inspection of all persons interested, and be deliv- 
ered over by the teacher, at the close of the term, to 
the district clerk, together with a certified abstract, 
showing the whole number of pupils enrolled, the 
number of males and females, and the average daily 
attendance.' 


CHAPTER V. 


OF STATE APPROPRIATIONS, TAXATION, AND EXPENSES. 


Sec. 51. The income of the school fund, after 
deducting all expenses attending its management, 
shall be divided by the comptroller of public ac- 
counts, with the advice of the commissioner of the 
school fund, and distributed among the several school 





1 In an action to recover for services in school-teaching against one of 
the trustees of a school district in the state of New York, held—that 
such a trustee, who derives his official character from the general law 
and the election of the people of a particular district, is a public offi- 
cer. Ogden v. Raymond, 22 C. R.,379. That as such public officer, he 
cannot be held personally liable, unless, in making a contract in behalf 
of the district, he is guilty of fraud, or expressly contracts on his own 
responsibility. 
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societies, in proportion to the number of persons 
between four and sixteen years of age, as ascertained 
by the school committee of such society, in confor- 
mity with the provisions of this act. 

§ 1. It shall be the duty of the comptroller of pub- 1852. 
lie accounts and the commissioner of the school 2p tPution of 
fund, before proceeding to the distribution of the to be made © 
income of the school fund pro rata among the several a7, to,istriets 
school societies, pursuant to the fifty-first section of thirty-five 
the said act, to ascertain what school districts, and in a 
what societies, are entitled by virtue of the fifty-ninth 
section of said act, to the sum of thirty-five dollars, 
notwithstanding the number of scholars in such 
district are not sufficient to entitle them to that sum, 
upon a pro rata distribution, and to distribute to the 
societies in which such districts are situated, for the 
benefit of such districts, the sum of thirty-five dollars 
for every such district. 

§2. The balance of said income, shall be dis- Balance how 
tributed according to the provisions of said fifty-first “stute¢- 
section, to the several societies in proportion to the 
number of persons in each, as therein provided, de- 
ducting from the number in any such society, the 
number contained in any district, to which there shall 
have been first appropriated, the sum of thirty-five 
dollars as aforesaid. 

§ 3. So much of said act as is inconsistent here- 
with, is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 52. ‘The district committee shall annually, Enumeration 
in the month of August, ascertain the name of every y Heat gence 
person over four and under sixteen years of age who ally, and who 
shall belong to such district on the first Monday of ™Y > 
said month, and compose a part of the family of his 
parents, guardians, or employers, together with the 
names of such parents, guardians, or employers, and 
shall make return of the same to the committee of 
the school society to which such district belongs, on 
or before the first day of September; provided, that 
in such return no persons shall be included who are 
residing in such districts to attend private school, or 
for other temporary purposes ; but such persons shall 
be enumerated in the district where their parents or 
guardians reside.' 


Sec. 53. In case of the absence or inability of C'erk may 
make enumer 
1 Sce under sec. 57.. Act of 1852, § 1. ation. 
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the district committee to make the enumeration and 
return above required, it shall be the duty of the 
clerk of the district to do the same, in the manner, 
and within the time before described. 
ne Sec. 54. Whenever the committee and clerk of , 
society’s com- any school district shall omit to return to the commit- 
mathe enmner- tee of the school society, the enumeration of children 
ation, andcom-jin their respective districts, within the time prescribed 
Cane for py law, it shall be the duty of one of the committee 
of such school society to make such enumeration 
before the tenth day of September following, and to 
return the same to the committee of such society and 
for making such enumeration, said committee man 
shall be entitled to receive five cents for each child so 
enumerated, to be paid from the next dividend be- 
longing to said district, which may thereafter be 
received from the town deposit fund.' 
Return, how Sec. 55. The return, above required to be made 
made,and to the committee of the society, shall be subscribed 
form of retur- hy the person making the same, and sworn to before 
a magistrate, according to the following form: 
I do hereby certify, that 1 have carefully enumer- 
ated, according to law, all persons between the ages 


of four and sixteen, within the school district, 
and do find, that on the first Monday of August, A. 
D. there were. residing within said district, and 
belonging thereto, the number of persons between 
the ages aforesaid. A. B. 
On this day of A. D. personally ap- 


peared the above named A. B. and made oath to the 
truth of the above return by him subscribed, before 

me. C. D., justice of the peace.’ 
Committeeto  >&c- 56. The committee of the school society 
examine and shall examine and correct the returns made to them, 
cite make,’ 80 that no person shall be enumerated twice in dif- 
certificate, &e. ferent districts, or be improperly returned, and shall 
prepare and transmit to the comptroller of public 
accounts, on or before the fifteenth day of September, 
annually, a certificate, in which the number of persons 
shall be inserted at full length, and which shall be 

sworn to, according to the following form, to wit: 
We, the committee of the school society in 


1 See under sec. 57. Act of 1852, § 2. 
2 See under sec. 57. Act of 1852, § 3. 
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the town of do certify, that from the returns 
made to us under oath, as by Jaw provided, we find 
that on the first Monday of August, A. D. 

there were residing within said society, and belonging 
thereto, the number of persons, between the 
ages of four and sixteen vears; and from the best 
information we have obtained, we verily believe that 


said number is correct. School 
society committee. 
On this day of A. D. personally 


appeared the above named committee, and made 
oath to the truth of the above certificate, by them 
subscribed before me. C. D., justice of the peace. 
The school society committee shall lodge the re- Returns, 
turns made to them, with the treasurer of the society.! where lodged. 
Src. 57. The comptroller of public accounts, On Comptroller to 
application of the committee of any school society, draw order on 
shall draw an order on the treasurer for the amount in favor of 
which such school society may be entitled to, of all school 
moneys appropriated by law for the benefit, support 
and encouragement of common schools, which inay 
be in the treasury on the first days of March and Oc- 
tober, annually ;? provided, that no order shall be 
drawn in favor of any society, until the committee 
of such society shall certify, in writing, under their 
hands, in the words following, to wit: 


We, the committee of the school society, Certificate of 
in the town of do certify, that the schools in S«tty com- 


said society have been kept, for at least four months 
in the year ending the thirtieth day of Septem- 
ber, last, by teachers duly examined and approved, 
and have been visited according to law; and that all 
the moneys drawn from the public treasury by said 
society for said year, appropriated to schooling, have 
been faithfully applied and expended in paying for 
the services of said teachers, and for no other pur- 
pose whatever. 

Dated at the day of A. D. 

School society committee. 
To the comptroller of public accounts. 


§1. That the enumeration by the district commit- 1852. 
Enumeration 





1 See under sec. 57. Act of 1852, § 4. 
2 See act 1852, p. 38, § 5. 
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tee now by law required to be made in the month of 
August, annually, shall hereafter be made in the 
month of January, and such enumeration shall. be of 
all persons residing and belonging to the respective 
districts on the first Monday of January in each year, 
instead of the first Monday of August. 

§ 2. Whenever it shall become necessary for the 
enumeration of a district to be made by one of the 
society’s committee, as is now provided in the fifty- 
fourth section of the above act, the same shall be 


mittee. 
made on or before the tenth day of February instead 


of the tenth day of September. 

§3. The certificate now required to be made, 
returned and sworn to, as provided in the fifty-fifth 
section of the above act, shall be in like form and 
substance, substituting the words “first Monday of 
January, A. D.,” for the words “first Monday of 
August, A. D.” 

Time when §4. The certificate now required to be made and 
fertificate shall transmitted to the comptroller of public accounts by 
the society’s committee, agreeably to the fifty-sixth 
section of said act, shall hereafter be made on or 
before the fifteenth day of February annually, and 
the form and substance of the same, shall be the 
same as is now provided, substituting the words 
“first Monday of January,” in lieu of the “first 
Monday of August.” 
par pe §5. In lieu of the dividends now by law provided 
madeannually. to be made in the months of October and March in 
each year, there shall be but one dividend of the 
revenue of the school fund in the treasury, on the 
first day of March in each year, payable on said day 
in the manner now by law provided. 
eas That all moneys received bv the school societies of 
recel- . . . . 
ved by school this state, from the public treasury, in conformity 
sate ee™ with the fifty-seventh section of the “ Act concerning 
paid, for teach- Education,” may be applied and expended in paying 
cullen ieee for the services of teachers, for the year ending on the 
Bist. thirty-first day of March, instead of the thirtieth day 
of September, in each year. 
When oches Sec. 58. Whenever the school in any school dis- 
according to tfict shall not be kept according to law, the commit- 
law, &c. tee of the society to which such district belongs, 
shall in their certificate or certificates to the comp- 
troller for the year following, state such fact and also 
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the number of children enumerated in such district, 
and the comptroller, when application is made for 
the school moneys payable to such society for said 
year, shall deduct from the whole number of children 
enumerated in such society, the number contained 
in such district, and shall draw an order for the ben- 
efit of the remaining districts in such society. 

Sec. 59. Every school society, in lawful meeting, School money, 
may authorize the committee of the society to draw Bor tape o* 
an order on the society treasurer in favor of such 
districts as have kept their schools in all respects 
according to law, for their proportion of all the pub- 
lic moneys appropriated to the use of schools in the 
hands of the treasurer, either in proportion to the 
number of persons between the ages of four and 
sixteen in such districts, or to the number of persons 
who shall have attended the common school or 
schools in said district during the year preceding; 
provided, that whenever the public money derived 
from the school fund, will not amount, according to 
the rule of distribution, to thirty-five dollars for a dis- 
trict in any one year, the school society to which such 
district belongs, shall grant and allow out of said 
school money, to such district, so much as will give 
said district the sum of thirty-five dollars, in case 
there are not less than twelve children in said dis- 
trict between the ages of four and sixteen years ; and 
provided further, that no school district shall be enti- 
tled to any portion of the public money, unless the 
school in such district has been kept by a teacher or 
teachers duly qualified, for at least four months in 
the year, and visited twice during each season of 
schooling by the visitors of the school society, nor 
until the district committee shall certify that the 
public money received by the district for the year 
previous, has been faithfully applied and expended 
in paying for the services of such teacher or teachers 
and for no other purpose whatever. 

Sec. 60. In all cases of forfeiture of public money _ 1846. 
under the two next preceding sections of this act, School money; 
application shall be made to the superintendent of how recovered. 
common schools, who shall examine the facts of each 
case and according to its equity decide on the right 
of the applicants to receive the money so forfeited, 
and the same shall be paid as if no forfeiture had 
[39] 
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occurred, on his certificate to the comptroller of pub- 
lic accounts in approbation of such payment. 

Sec. 61. If any money apprepriated to the use of 
schools shall be applied by a school society or a 
school district to any other purpose, the same shall be 
forfeited to the state, and it shall be the duty of the 
comptroller to sue for such money, in behalf of the 
state, to be applied to the use of schools. 

— on Sec. 62. If any committee shall, at any time, 

fraudulent cer- fraudulently make a false certificate, by which money 

a shal] be drawn from the treasury of the state, each 
person so fraudulently making such false certificate 
shall forfeit the sum of sixty dollars to the state, to 
be recovered by action of debt on this statute, and 
it shall be the duty of the comptroller to bring a 
suit to recover the same. 

Whenexpen- Sec. 63. Whenever the expense of keeping a com- 

he gnceedpub-mon school by a teacher or teachers duly qualified, 

a Y, par- . 

ents and guar- Shall exceed the amount of all moneys provided to 

ee dpe bee, defray the expenses of such school, the committee 

_? “may examine, adjust and allow all bills of expense 

incurred for the support of said school and assess the 
same upon the parents, guardians and masters of 
such children as attended the same, according to the 
number and time sent by each, and whenever such 
assessment shall be made, the district committee 
may procure a,warrant and deliver the same, with 
the rate bill containing such assessment, to the col- 
lector of taxes for the district, who shall have the 
same power to levy and collect the same as to levy 
and collect the taxes laid by the district. 

Expenses of Sec. 64. Whenever the contingent expenses of any 

repairs tobe | school district, arising from repairs of school-house, 

assess n the . 

scholars, &e. OF its appendages, books, costs, damages or any 
source, shall not exceed the sum of twenty dollars 
in one year, the same may be included in the afore- 
said assessment. 

No childexclu- S&C. 65. No child shall be excluded from any 

ded on account common school in the district to which such child 

qaneats. 'y°f belongs, on account of the inability of the parent, 
guardian or employer of the same, to pay his tax or 
assessment for any school purposes whatever, and 
the selectmen, or a majority of the same, of the 
town in which such child shall reside, shall be a 
board with power to abate at their discretion, the 


[40] 
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taxes or assessment of such person so unable to pay 

the same or any part thereof, and said selectmen 

shall draw an order for the amount of such abate- 

ment upon the treasurer of the town in which such 
erson resides, in favor of said district. 

That it shall'be the duty of the selectmen of every 1852. 
town, whenever any taxes or assessment against the Selectmen ta 
parents, guardian or employer of any poor child cman parent, 
shall be presented to them for abatement, pursuant &¢, of poor 
to the sixty-fifth section of said act, to examine and~” 
determine whether the same should or should not 
be abated; and nothing in said section shall be con- 
strued to authorize the selectmen in any such case 
to refuse or neglect action thereon. 

Sec. 66. Whenever a district shall impose a tax, District tax, 
the same shall be levied on all the real estate situated bw levied, Xe. 
therein, and upon the polls and other rateable estate 
except real estate situated without the limits of such 
district, of those persons who are residents therein at 
the time of laying such tax, and said real estate shall 
not be taxed by any school district except the one in 
which the same is situated, and said tax shall be made 
out and signed by the district committee from the as- 
sessment list of the town or towns to which said 
district belongs, last completed or next to be com- 
pleted, as said district may direct.' 

Sec. 67. Whenever real estate situated in one when the 
district is so assessed and entered in the! grand list value of real 
. ° . + ) estate can not 
in common with other estate situated out of said pe obtained 
district, that there is no distinct and separate value from grand 
put by the assessors upon the part lying in said dis- seat hall be 
trict, then said district wishing to lay a tax as afore- made and 
said, may call on one or more of the assessors for conn ak. 
the time being of the town in which such property 
Is situated, to assess, and they shall on such applica- 
tion assess the-value of that part of said estate which 





1 It is not essential to the validity of a vote laying a tax, that the par- 
ticular object for which it is laid should be specified. West School 
Distriet ef Canton v. Merrills, 12 C. R., 437. A vote to raise a tax 
on the list of a certain year, without specifying any time of payment, 
is valid, such tax being payable on demand or in a reasonable time. 
Bartlett v. Kinsley, 15 C. R., 327. Various points in relation to the 
validity of a tax determined in Sanford v. Dick, 15 C. R., 447. 

The intention of a corporation only known by its recorded acts ; 
therefore the intentions of individuals in voting a tax inadmissible. 


Bartlett v. Kinsley, 15 C. R., 327. 
[41] 
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1852. 


School dis- 
tricts, to have 
power to levy 
taxes on all 
real estate 
therein, and no 
deduction to be 
made for in- 
debtedness of 
owner. 


lies in said district, and return the same to the clerk 
of said town, and notice of such assessment and of 
the meeting of the assessors and society’s committee, 
hereafter mentioned, shall be given by the district 
committee in the same way as a notice for school 
meetings, and at the end of fifteen days after said 
assessment has been returned as aforesaid, said 
assessors and society’s committee shall meet in such 
place in said district as said district committee shall 
designate in his notice aforesaid, and shall have the 
same power in relation to such list as the board of 
relief have in relation to lists of towns, and when 
such list shall be perfected by said assessors and 
society’s committee, the same shall be lodged with 
the town clerk and said assessment shall be the rule 
of taxation for said estate by said district for the 
year ensuing, and said assessors shall be paid by 
said district a reasonable compensation for their 
services.! 

Whereas, doubts have arisen as to the true intent 
and meaning of the sixty-sixth and sixty-seventh 
sections of the act concerning education, conferring 
power upon schoo! districts to impose taxes, in 
connection with the act for the assessment and 
collection of taxes, passed May session, 1851,— 
wherefore, for the purpose of removing said doubts, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened : 


That the true intent and meaning of said sixty- 
sixth and sixty-seventh sections, is that school dis- 
tricts have, and shall continue to have the power 
and authority to levy such taxes as are mentioned in 
said sixty-sixth section on all the real estate situate 
therein and that no deduction or abatement shall be 
made by reason of the indebtedness of the owner or 
owners of the same, in the amount to be levied upon 
said real estate. 


Whereas, doubts are entertained with regard to the 
true intent and meaning of the sixty-sixth and 
sixty-seventh sections of the above entitled act, in 


1 Non-residents may be taxed for all purposes for which school dis- 
tricts are empowered to raise taxes. Allen v. Gleason, 4 Day, 376. 
Rowe v. Blakeslee, 11 C. R., 479. 

[42] 
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connection with the forty-seventh section of the 
act concerning the assessment and collection of 
taxes, passed May session, 1851, now therefore, 
for the purpose of removing said doubts, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened: 


That all the real estate lying within the limits of pos) estate in 
a school district, shall be liable to be assessed and limits of school 
taxed for the purposes now by law authorized for cock clikans 
school districts, at its fair value, without a right of any deduction 
deduction therefrom, on account of the indebtedness {° indebted. 
of the owner thereof. ‘ 

Sec. 68. Whenever any school society in this state. yg47, 
shall impose a tax, the same shall be levied on all the Society tax, 
real estate situated therein, and upon the polls, and °W levied. 
other rateable estate, except real estate situated with- 
out the limits of such school society, of those persons 
who are resident therein, at the time of laying such 
tax, and said real estate shall not be taxed by any 
school society except the one in which the same is 
situated, and said tax shall be made out and signed 
by the committee of the society, from the asses-ment 
list of the town or towns to which said society be- 
longs, last completed, or next to be completed, as said 
society may direct; and whenever real estate situated 
in any society, is so entered and assessed in the 
grand list, in common with other estate situated out 
of said society, that there is no distinct and separate 
value put by the assessors upon the part lying in said 
society, said society shall proceed in the manner pro- 
vided for school districts in similar cases, in the next 
preceding section of this act.' * 

Sec. 69. The several school societies and school 
districts in this state may appoint either of the con- 1846. 
stables of the town or towns in which such school a! ya 
society or district may be situated, to be collector of tricts may ap- 
the taxes of such school society or district, whether Priore 
such constable belongs to said district or society or taxes, &c. 
not. And it shall be the duty of the constable ap- 
pointed such collector, on receiving any rate, tax, or 


assessment bill, from the committee ef any such 


1 Sce foot-note under sec. 67. 


2 Qu. Whether school societies have not the power to raise money 
by tax for just distribution among several districts. Bartlett v. Kins- 
ley, 15 C. R., 327. 
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school society or district, forthwith to collect the 
same, and pay the amount of such bill or bills into 
the treasury of such school society or district, and 
said constable shall be allowed such fees for collect- 
ing the same as are allowed to collectors of state’ 
taxes. 


TITLE LV. 


AN ACT FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND COLLEC- 
TION OF TAXES. 





CHAPTERILI 


Sec. 38. The assessment list, in each town, as the 
Assessment Same shall annually be made and corrected by the 
listof the assessors and board of relief, according to the pro- 
towns, to be a ° ° ° 
the ruleof | Visions of this act, shall be the list on which all county, 
taxation for town, society, school district, and highway taxes shall 


school socie- . 
ties and dis- be laid.' 


tricts. § 47. The assessment list of each town as the 
1851, Same shall annually be made and corrected by the 
Town listas assessors and board of relief, according to the pro- 
Peay oop og be visions of this act, shall be the list on which all 
school society county, town, society, school district and highway 
and school dis- taxes shall be laid. 
§ 1. Whenever in the making or perfecting of 
iss2, the tax list of any person, any real estate shall be 
June 29th. omitted or abated by reason of any indebtedness 


t s ° 
Indebtedness secured by mortgage thereon, such indebtedness shall 


— be taxable in the town, society, or district in which 
e. 1 ° . ~ 2 
aoe Bi such real estate is situated, and there only.’ 





1 A town may lay a tax on the list next thereafter to be completed. 
Montville v. Houghton, 7 C. R., 543. 

See title x., sec. 66. 

2 Sce the act entire, (passed 1851,) in the Statutes, compilation of 
1854, under title lv., chap. 1. 

3 See page 43, act of 1852, as to indebtedness. 
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§ 2. The assessors who may omit, or the board of 75 he aadea to 
relief who may abate from the list of any person any the list of cred- 
such real estate, or an equivalent amount, because of wp le ag 
such indebtedness, shall add the same to the list of 
the person to whom it is due, if a resident of the 
town, society, or school district, as the case may be. 

But if such creditor be not such resident, such as- 

sessors or board of relief shall make a list against p. ain 
such creditor, embracing such indebtedness, and give when creditor 
him notice thereof in writing, under their hands —— 
within ten days thereafter; and such person may 

appear before such assessors or board of relief, within 

ten days after such notice is given, and show 

cause why such indebtedness should not be taxed 

against him. This law to take effect on and after 

its passage, any law to the contrary notwithstanding. 

That all taxes heretofore laid by any school dis- 
trict formed from two or more districts, for the pur- cust 
pose of paying the debts of such districts or of either ——* 
of them; and all assessments made by the com- tents hereto- 
mittee of any such school district, upon the parents, fore laid, for 
guardians, or masters of children who have attended dehee of echoed 
the common school in either of the districts of which “stricts. 
[such] school district was formed, for the purpose of 
paying that portion of the expense of keeping the 
several common schools in such districts, during the 
year ending the thirty-first day of March last, as the 
public money was inadequate to pay; are hereby 
declared to be valid. And all such taxes and assess- 
ments now remaining unpaid, may be collected in 
the same manner as is provided for the collection of 
taxes and assessments for school purposes, by “ An 

Act concerning Education.” 

Src. 52. Whenever any town, or other community ,.. .. of towns 
authorized by law to raise money by taxation, shall and other com- 
lay a tax, they shall appoint some proper person or munities, how 
persons to be collector or collectors thereof; and the 
selectmen of towns, and the committee of other com- 
munities, shall make out rate-bills for the same, under 
their hands, containing the proportion which each 
individual is to pay according to the list made and 
completed in the mode required by law; and shall 
apply to some justice of the peace to issue a war- 
rant for collecting such tax, directed to the collector 
appointed to collect such tax, commanding and em- 
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powering him to collect the same, and such justice 
of the peace shall issue such warrant.' 
Collectors neg- Sec. 53. The collectors of such taxes shall collect 
erates, and pay the same within the time limited by the 
executions,’ town, or community imposing the same; and if any 
oe collector shall neglect so to do, the selectmen of the 
* town or the committee of the community, as the case 
may be, shall have power to demand any arrearages 
due from such collector, and, on failure of payment, 
may apply to a justice of the peace, for an execution 
against such collector; and such justice of the peace 
shall grant an execution against the goods, chattels, 
lands, and body, of such collector, in the same form, 
and to be proceeded with in the same manner, as 
executions in civil actions. 
When new col- Sec. 54. [Provides, that when the collector of a 
eee be society tax fails to collect and pay over, the society’s 
committee may depute some proper person to collect 
and complete the same.} 
1848, Sec. 06. The committee of any ecclesiastical 
i of society, and the committee of any school society, or 
y taxes. Fd ° 
a majority of such committee, may abate the taxes 
assessed by their respective societies upon such per- 
sons as are poor and indigent, and unable to pay the 
same. 
Pomerat Sec. 57. Collectors, duly appointed, shall have 
wand ari power to collect the taxes for which a lawful warrant 


mand assist- : 
ance, the same shall be given them; and shall have the same power 


as that of sher-+ command assistance in the execution of their of- 
fice, as sheriffs and constables in the execution of 
their office ; and if any person shall neglect or refuse 
to render such assistance to a collector, when legally 
required, he shall be liable to the same penalty as per- 
sons who neglect or refuse to assist sheriffs ; provided, 
that such collector shall show and read his warrant 
to the person whose assistance is commanded. 

pet eng Sec. 58. Constables chosen to collect the state 
‘taxes, and all other collectors of taxes, shall have the 


1 If the selectmen make out a rate-bill on an illegal or void assess- 
ment, and cause a warrant to be affixed thereto, they are liable in tres- 
pass, to those whose property is taken on such warrant. Thames 
Manufacturing Co. v. Lathrop,7 C. R.,550. For appropriate remedy, 
see Adam v. Litchfield, 10 C. R., 127. A warrant unaccompanied by 
a rate-bill, is a dead letter. Picket v. Allen, 10 C. R., 146. 

Mistakes in a rate-bill in reference to one person, can not be taken 
advantage of by another. Sanford v. Dick, 15 C. R., 447. 
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same power in any other town, as in their own, to 
collect the taxes of any person against whom they 
have taxes in their rate-bill; and may at any time col- 
lect such taxes, although after the expiration of the 
year for wh ch they are appointed." 

Sec. 59. The collectors of other taxes [than state How collectors 
or town taxes] shall appoint a time and place for}, oy 
receiving such taxes, and shall give to every person taxes, and 
reasonable warning and opportunity to pay the same; ‘* fees. 
and if any person shall fail to pay any tax, the col- 
lector may make distress therefor; and in case a 
distress shall be made, such collector shall distrain 
goods and chattels, if they can be had, and shall 
post and sell ‘them in the same manner as is provided 
by law in case of executions; but if no goods or 
chattels are tendered or can be found, such collector 
may levy his warrant on the real estate, or on the 
body of such person, and commit him to jail, there 
to remain until he shall pay such taxes and the legal 
costs, or be discharged in due course of law, and all 
collectors of taxes, after notice as aforesaid, shall be 
entitled to the same fees for collecting said taxes 
and for levying warrants, as sheriffs are by law allow- 
ed for collecting or levying executions.* 

Sec. 60. [Relates to the mode of selling land, Mode of selling 
levied on for taxes. See Statutes, compilation of #4 ® taxes. 
1854, title lv., sect. 60, and sect. 61.] 

Sec. 63. The following form may be used for a Form of war 
warrant for the collection of taxes, to wit: hte 

To A. B., collector of the town (society, or other 
community, as the case may be,) in the county of 
greeting : 

By authority of the state of Connecticut, you are 
hereby commanded forthwith to levy and collect of 
each of the persons named in the annexed list, here- 
with committed to you, his several proportion of the 








1 A collector may collect his rate-bill after the expiration of the year 
for which he was appointed, although a clause is inserted in the war- 
rant affixed thereto requiring him to settle with the selectmen within 
that time, and although another collector has been appointed by the 
town. Picket v. Allen, 10 C. R., 146. 

2 Personal notice to a tax debtor to pay the tax, as a prerequisite to 
making distress therefor, is not required ; nor a personal demand for 
personal property to satisfy the tax, before the sale of real estate, if the 
notices required by law have been given. Ives v. Lynn, 7 C. R., 505. 

The deed of the officer should be lodged with the town clerk, with 
all convenient dispatch after the sale. Jb. 

[47] 
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sum total of said list as therein stated ; being a tax or 


assessment, 


agreed upon by the inhabitants of said 


town, (society, or other community, as the case may 
be,) regularly assembled on the day of 


for (here state the purpose for which the 


tax was laid.) And you are to pay the sums which 


you shall so 


levy and collect, to the treasurer of said 


town, (or to C. D. the person appointed to receive 
the same,) on or before the day of A. D. 

And if any person shall neglect to make payment of 
the sum at which he is assessed and set in said list, 


you are to 
person and 


distrain the goods or chattels of such 
dispose of the same as the law directs, 


and after satisfying said tax and the charges, you 
are to return the overplus, if any, to said person, 
and for want of goods and chattels, on which to 
make distress, you are to take the body of the person 
so neglecting and him commit unto the keeper of 
the jail of said county, within the prison, who is 
hereby commanded to receive and safely keep him 
until he shall pay the said sum together with your 


fees. 
Dated at 


this day of A. D. 
A. B., justice of the peace. 





AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT CONCERNING 


EDUCATION. 
1854. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives in General Assembly convened: 


§1. That 


it shall be the duty of each of the towns 


in this state, annually, on or before the twentieth 
day of February, to raise by taxation a sum of 
money equal to one cent on the dollar on their grand 
list last made and perfected, and cause the same to 
be paid into the treasury of the several towns respec- 
tively for the benefit, support and encouragement of 
common schools, and the whole amount of money 
so raised shall be distributed to the several school 


[48] 






































REVENUE. SCHOOL FUND. 161 





districts within each town, under the direction of the 
selectmen and town treasurer, or under the direction 
of the board of education, in case such board shall 
have been appointed. 

§2. If any town shall neglect to raise such sum Forfeit for 
of money in the manner, and within the time limited, "°° 
in sec. 1, such town shall forfeit and pay to the 
treasurer of this state, for the use of the state, a 
sum equal to the amount which it was the duty of 
such town to raise as aforesaid, to be recovered by 
said treasurer in an action upon the case under this 
statute. 

Approved June 30, 1854. 





TITLE X. 


CHAPTER VI. 
OF THE SCHOOL FUND.! 


Sec. 70. The commissioner of the school fund Commissioner 
° ° of school fund, 
shall cause the net amount of interest received yearly his duties. 
on said fund, to be distributed for the benefit of the 
public or common schools, according to law.? 

Sec. 79. The comptroller shall, on application of Comptroller to 
the committee of any school society, draw an order on application 
on the treasurer for the amount legally due such of society's 
society. 

[The rest of this chapter relates to the school fund 
— and the management of the school 
und.| 





1 See state constitution, article viii. 
2 See title x., chap. v., sect. 51. 
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Treasurer 
authorized to 
receive said 
fund on the 
terms 
specified. 


On what terms 
to be deposited 
in the several 
towns. 


TITLE XXXVI. 


AN ACT RELATING TO MONEYS RECEIVED FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


CHAPTER II. 
OF THE TOWN saver FUND.! 


Sec. 6. The treasurer of this state shall have au- 
thority to receive from the secretary of the treasury 
of the United States, for deposit with this state, the 
share or proportion of the public moneys of the 
United States which this state may be entitled to 
receive, in pursuance of the act of congress, enti- 
tled “an act to regulate the deposits of the public 
moneys, approved June 23d, 1836.” And said treas- 
urer may receive said money on the terms specified 
in said act of congress, execute certificates of deposit 
therefor, and pledge the faith of the state for the safe 
keeping and repayment of the funds, or moneys, 
which it may receive in conformity with the require- 
ments of the said act.* 

Sec. 7. The money which shall thus be received 
from the United States, in pursuance of the said act 
of congress, shall be deposited with the several towns 
in this state, in proportion to their respective popu- 


1 For the entire act, see statutes, tit. xxxvi., chap. ii. 


2 Amount actually received from the United States, $764,670.60. 
re - distributed to the towns, 763,661.83. 
[50] 
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lations, as ascertained by the last census, or with 
such towns as shall agree to receive the same on the 
terms herein after specified, and the treasurer of the 
state shall deliver the same to the agents of such 
towus, on receiving receipts therefor, signed by such 
agents, in the form hereinafter prescribed, which de- 
posit shall be made with, and received by, such towns, 
on condition that the same shall be used as is here- 
inafter provided. 


Sec. 8. [Relates to the manner of apportionment How appor 
where towns shall be divided.] 
Whenever a school district is composed of parts 1849. 
of different towns, the proportion of interest or in ton deposit 
come arising from the town deposit fund, to which fund to school 
the part of the district in either of said towns is posed of purts 
entitled, may be paid by the treasurer of the said fund, of two towns, 
in said town, to the treasurer of said district, for the 

use of said district. 

Sec. 9. The condition on which any town may be Conditions on 
permitted to receive, or shall receive, its proportion- towns may 
able share of the said money, shall be as follows, to 'eceive their 
wit: first, that such town shall keep and preserve the [jai 
money as a deposit, and in trust for the state; sec- income to be 
ondly, that it shall appropriate at least one-half of propriaied to 
the entire income or interest thereof annually, for the @jmmon 
promotion of education in the common schools in~ 
such town, in such manner and proportions as such 
town may direct, and the remainder for the purpose 
of defraying the ordinary expenses of such town; 
thirdly, that it shall make good every deficiency in 
the amount received, should any loss occur through 
mismanagement or any other cause; and fourthly, When to be 
that it shall repay into the state treasury the whole “? 
amount of said money received therefrom, or such 
part thereof as may be required, whenever the same 
shall be called for in the manner specified in the fifth 
section of this act. 

Sec. 10. The said money, when received by any To constitute 





town, shall constitute a fund therein, to be called tye town de- 
the town deposit fund, until recalled into the state posit fund. 
treasury, and the principal of this fund shall remain 
permanent, and no part thereof shall ever be used for 

any purposes other than those designated in this act. 
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The interest 
how to be ap- 
propriated. 


The legal 
voters nay 
direct the ap- 
propriation of 
interest, not 
appropriated, 
for common 
schools. 


When any 


town refuses to 
receive its pro- 


portion, the 


treasurer of the 
State shall loan 


the same for 
the benefit of 
such town. 


The annual in- 


terest so paid 


Sec. 17. The interest or income arising from the 
said town deposit fund, shall, in each town, be an- 
nually appropriated, not less than one-half thereof, 
for the promotion of education in the common schools 
in such town, in such manner and proportions as 
such town may direct, and the remainder for the 
purpose of defraying the ordinary expenses of such 
town, and for no other purpose, except as provided 
in the next succeeding section. 

Src. 18. The legal voters in each town, at an an- 
nual town meeting, or at any special town meeting 
legally warned for that purpose, may decide whether 
the said remainder of said income, or any part thereof, 
shall be appropriated, in like manner, for the support 
of common schools in such town, or wheiner the 
same or any part thereof, shall be appropriated for 
the purpose of defraying the ordinary expenses of 
such town, or to both of said objects, as may be 
deemed most beneficial to the interests of such 
town. 

Sec. 19. If any town shall not agree to receive its 
proportion of said money on the terms specified in 
this act, the treasurer of the state shall, at the ex- 
pense of said town, loan the same on note, payable 
to the state, secured by mortgage of real estate, at 
least double the amount in value of the loan, the 
interest of which shall be payable annually at the 
state treasury; and when collected, shall be paid by 


to any town, to Said treasurer to the treasurer of such town, to be by 


be appro- 
iated by it 

in the same 

manner as if 


such town had 


received the 
principal. 


The fund not 


liable to taxa- 


tion. 


such town appropriated in the same manner, and such 
town shall be liable in the same manner, as if such 
town had agreed to receive its proportion of the prin- 
cipal; always provided, that the funds aforesaid, 
which shall be accepted and received by the several 
towns in this state, shall not be liable to taxation. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 





AUTHORIZING THE SUPERINTENDENT OF Common Scuoo.s 
TO PUBLISH CERTAIN REPORTS, &c. Passep 1850. 


Resolved, That the superintendent of common schvols is 
hereby authorized and directed to prepare and publish a series 
of reports or documents on the topics specified on pages 76, 77, 
78 and 79 of his annual report to the general assembly for 
1850, in such order and to such extent, and in such manner, as 
the trustees of the state normal school shall approve; and the 
comptroller is hereby authorized to draw an order on the 
treasurer, payable out of the civil list funds, for such publica- 
tion. Provided, that at least three thousand copies of each 
document published shall be circulated among the teachers and 
school officers of the state: and provided further, that a sum 
equal to that for which any order shall be drawn by the comp- 
troller shall have been placed at the disposal of the superintendent 
and applied by him to the same object ; and provided also, that 
the aggregate amount of all orders so drawn during the year 
shall not exceed one thousand dollars. 


AvuTHorizINnc THE SUPERINTENDENT OF Common Scuoo.is TO 
HOLD MEETINGS OF TKacuERS, &c., IN EACH Scuoou Society. 


Passep 1850. 


Resolved, That the superintendent of common schools, in 
addition to the schools or conventions of teachers now provided 
for by law, be, and hereby is authorized and directed to hold, or 
cause to be held, at least one meeting of teachers, school-officers 
and parents, in each school society, for an address and discus- 
sion on topics connected with the organization, administration, 
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instruction and discipline of our common schools: and the 
comptroller is hereby authorized to draw an order or orders on 
the treasurer, payable out of the civil list funds of the state, 
for such disbursements as the superintendent may make in 
holding, and procuring persons to assist in holding the above 
meetings ; provided, that the amount of such order or orders 
shall not exceed three dollars for each school society in which 
such meetings shall be held. 


AvuTuorizinc THE WarbDEN oF State Prison TO SELL 
Common Scuoot APPARATUS ON CERTAIN TERMS. 
Passep 1853. 


Resolved, That the warden of the state prison be authorized 
and directed to sell and dispose of the common school ap- 
paratus belonging to the state, which has or shall be taken in 
payment for the labor of the convicts employed in the manu- 
facture of the same, to the several towns and school districts in 
this state, at a discount below the actual cost to the state, toa 
town when it shall purchase a full set, or sufficient for each and 
all of the districts in such town, of fifty per cent., and to a school 
district of twenty-five per cent. 

Provided, 'That the appropriations to said towns and districts, 
in common school apparatus, shall not, in any one year, exceed, 
in the whole, the sum of one thousand dollars, and provided 
also, that such appropriations shall in no case be made, except 
out of the surplus earnings of the prison, after making due 
allowance for all ordinary and extraordinary repairs. 


APPROPRIATION FoR State Normat Scuoou. 


Passep 1853. 


Resolved, That the sum of four thousand dollars per annum, 
for the term of five years, be and the same is hereby appro- 
priated from the state treasury, for the use and benefit of the 
state normal school. Said sum, (or so much thereof as is neces- 
sary,) to be annually expended by the trustees of said institu- 
tion in carrying on the operations of the same, together with 
the teachers’ institutes now authorized by law. 

Provided, That in no case shall the said trustees expend in 
the conducting of said school and teachers’ institutes, in any 
one year, a greater sum than four thousand dollars. 
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AppropriaTION FoR State Teacuers’ AssociaTION, AND 
Teacners’ Meetines anv ConveNTIONs. 


Passep 1854. 


Resolved by this Assembly, That the sum of two hundred and 
fifty dollars annually, be, and the same hereby is appropriated 
to the use of the Connecticut state teachers’ association, to 
be drawn by the order of the president of said association on 
the comptroller, to be paid from the civil list funds of the state. 
Provided, that said association shall furnish one copy of the 
Common School Journal and Annals of Education, each month, 
without charge, to the acting school visitor of each school 
society. 

Resolved further, That the superintendent of common schools 
be authorized to employ suitable teachers and lecturers to 
assist him in conducting the schools or conventions of teachers, 
for the purpose of instructing in the best modes of governing 
and teaching our common schools; and for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses of such schools or conventions, the superin- 
tendent may draw upon the comptroller for a sum not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars for each school or convention, to be 
paid from the civil list funds of the state. 


Resolved, That all acts inconsistent with the foregoing reso- 
utions be, and the same are hereby repealed. 














A. 


Abatement, See Assessments. 
Apparatus for common schools, see Resolutions. 





Apportionment of town deposit fund, to towns, - - - = = 50 
to new ian - - - - - 51 
Appropriations, by State, to schools - - 34-39, 48-52 
by General Assembly to State Normal School. 
teachers’ conventions. 
school districts. 
See Resolutions. 

Assessments, abated by selectmen, when against poor children, for anaiing, 40 
selectmen, duty of, to abate, by act 1852, - - 41 
town list, the list for taxes in school societies and districts: 

act 1851, - - - - - - 44 

confirming act 1854 - - - = = = 45 

for schooling, when made, and upon whom, - - - 40 

for repairs, - - “ “ “ ~ a - 40 

how to be collected, - - - “ - o ° 40 
B. 

Boundary lines, of school societies, how defined, - - - - - 20 

of school districts, how defined, - - - - - 23 
C. 
Certificate, of enumeration by district committee, - - - - - 38 
society’s committee, - 38 
by society’s committee on applying to comptroller for public 
money, - - - - 87 
when false, comuiitien liable | toa forfeiture, - - - 40 
of the instructor of a school, evidence that a child has 
received instruction, - - - ee 
Children, under fourteen years, not to be employed in manufacturing 
more than ten hoursaday, = - - - - 8 
under fifteen years, not to labor in any manufacturing, &e., 
without having attended school, - - - - 7 


when neglected by their parents, may be ‘bound out oy 
selectmen to be properly educated, &c., - 
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170 INDEX. 
Children, when stubborn and disobedient to parents, may be pemeeeel, on 
complaint, —- - - - - 6,7 
when confined for stubbornness, ad be released on reforma- 
tion, - - - - 7 
not to be excluded fem sc ro on account of inability to pay, 40 
assessment of such to be abated by selectmen, act 1852, 41 
between four and sixteen, in each school district, to be enu- 
merated. See Enumeration. 
Cities, power given to, to consolidate school districts. See Consolidated 
School Districts. 
Clerk, of school soviety. See School Societies. 
of school district. See School Districts. 
Collectors, of school societies, their duties and powers, - - - - 17 
liability of, the same as that of town collectors, - 17 
of school districts may be required to give bonds, 25 
powers and duties same as that of collectors of societies, - 25 
of school societies and districts, constables may be appointed, 43 
fees of, - - 44 
appointed to collect taxes, to receive rate-bill and warrant, 45 
form of warrant, 47,48 
to appoint time and place for receiving taxes, - = = 47 
power of, to collect and command assistance, &c., —- . 46 
in other towns, - ° - - - - - - 46 
after the expiration of the year, - - - - 47 
may distrain for taxes, and how, - - - - - - 47 
may sell land for taxes, how, - - - - - - 47 
fees of, for levying warrant, - - - - - 47 
neglecting to collect and pay, € executions may be granted 
against them, - - - - 46 
when new, may be appointed, - - - - - - 46 
Commissioner of the School Fund, to distribute the interest of the fund for 
the benefit of common schools, + s = - 49 
no longer to be superintendent of common schools, - - 12 
Committee of School “Society, poweranddutiesof - - - - - 16 
to call meetings of, annual and special, - = = - B 
officers neglecting to act, liable to a forfeit, - - - . 16 
may fill vacancies in offices of school districts when, - - 24 
may abate taxes when, - - = = - = - 46 
may fix the site of a new school-house when, - - - 25 
to correct the returns from districts, of children enumerated, 36 
to lodge the same with the treasurer of the society, - - 387 
to make returns to comptroller of children enumerated in 
the society, and transmit certificate, - - 17, 36 
time when, and form of certificate, act 1852, § 4, 38 
to draw orders on society treasurer, —- - -  - 17 
to draw orders on comptroller for public maney, - 17, 37 
form of accompanying certificate, - - 37 
: to state to comer when schools are ome kept according 
to law, - - - 38, 39 
time of dividend ‘by act 1852, § 5, - - - - 388 
Committee of School District, their power and duties, - = = - 24 
not to exceed three, chosen annually, - - . - - 24 
of school soviety and district, to make out rate-bills for taxes 
and apply for warrant, - - - + += = 485 
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Comptroller, to draw orders for public money on apytention of committee 


of school society - - - - - 49 
to sue for public school money when forfeited, - - - 40 
Confirming taxes in certain cases, act 1554, - - - - ~ - 45 
Consolidated School Districts, act 1854, —- . = o ‘i - 26-32 
assessment in, for schooling, when and how made, - - 31 
assessment, list in, how perfected, - - - - - 382 
‘*‘ board of education” to superintend the schools of, - - 27 
to be elected for three om, - - - - - 27 
tenure of office, - - - - - - 27 
to be the committee of the district, - - - 27 
powers and duties of, - - - - - 27-29 

to appoint annually a committee toexamine teachers — 
and visit schools, - - - - - - 28 
to give to teachers certificates of qualification, - 28 
when to annul the same, - - - - 28 
number of scholars to determine, - - - - 28 
regulations of each school to determine, —- - - 28 
scholars incorrigibly bad, to expel, - - = 28 
expense of schools to be ascertained by, - - - 28 
to apply to comptroller for school money, - - 31 
to make returns to comptroller, &e.,  - - - .80, 31 
report to district and superintendent, - -~— - 29 
compensation of, = - - - = = - = 29 
certificates, to teachers, - - - - - - - 28 
to comptroller, and form of, - - - - $1 
cities, may consolidate when, - - - - - - 26 
clerk of, his powers and duties, - - = = = - 30 
collector of, his office, powers and duties, and to give bonds, 30 
committee of, office, powers and duties, - - 27-29 

enumeration of scholars made and returned by “ the 

board,” - . - - - - - 30, 31 
meetings for the purpose of forming, how warned and held, <6 
‘annual and special when, - - - - - 29 
how warned and held, - - - - - 29 
name of, when formed, - - - - - - - 26 
officers of, chosen at the annual meeting, - - - 29 
powers of, when formed, - - - - - 26, 27 
property of, how regulated, - - - - - 21 
schools in, how superintended, - = = = 27 
scholars in, when they may be expelled, - = = = 28 
school societies of, how formed anew, - - - - 27 
site of, how established anew, - - - - - - 380 
statute, to what provisions of, subject, - - - = 32 
taxes in, how laid, - - - - ~ - - - 82 
teachers of, how examined and certified, - - - - 28 
towns, may consolidate when, - - - - - 26 
treasurer of, his office, powers and duties, and to give bonds, 30 
vacancies in offices, how filled, - - - - - 380 
visitors of schools, who to be and how to visit, - - = 28 
compensation of, - = = = = = = 29 
vote in, who entitled to, - - - - - - - 29 
Constables, may be appointed collectors “ snataly or district tie - - 48 
fees of, - - - - 44 
Conventions, of teachers held annually in each county by superintendent, 11 


See Resolutions. 
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D. 
- 
Districts. See School Districts. 
dividend. See Property. 
Distress, may be made for tomes, : - - - - - - 47 
how made, - - 47 


Dividend, to schools from school fund, pay. able March Ist, ‘Act 1852, $5, 38 


E. 
Education and government of Children, - - - - - - 6-8 
Enumeration of children in school districts, - - - 36, 37 
time for making, January Ist, act 1852,  § 1, - - - 37,38 
made by district committee, - - - 35 
when y fs of district may make, - - - - - 35, 36 
when one of society’s committee may make, - - 36 
time of, act 1852,§ 2, - - - 38 
compensation therefor, - = = 86 
return, how made, and form of, - - - . - 36 
form of, by act 1852,§ 3, - — - - - 38 
Expense, of common schools, when exceeding the omeunt of public 
money, how paid, - - - - - - - 40 
of repairs, to what extent included in assessment, - 40 
F. 


Forfeitures. See school money, and officers of school societies and districts, 
and towns, under tazes. 
Fund. See School Fund. 
See Town Deposit Fund. 


G. 
Grade. See Schools of a higher grade. 
L. 
Library, may be provided by school society, - - - - - = 19 
by school district, - - - - - 23 
List, town list to be the list tor school society_and district taxes, 1851, - 44 
M. 
Maps, districts may purchase, - = = © = = = = 


Meetings, of school societies. See School Societies. 

of school districts. See School Districts. 
Model Primary School, to be established by trustees of State Normal School, 10 
Money. See School Money. 


N. 
Normal School, act, establishing, -- - - - - - = «= 8410 
applicants for admission to, -  - - - - 9 
to make declaration of intentions, - - - - 10 


appropriation for the support of, - - - - = 10,54 
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Normal School, certificate of school visitors given to applicants, - - 
model schoul to be established ‘by trusteesof, - - = 
object in establishing the, - - 
principal of, to be ex r offic io superintendent of common schools, 
pupils of, number of, and how selected, - - - 9, 

vacancies in, filled by trustees, - - - 
trustees of, how appointed, - = = £ = 
term of office of, - - - - - - - 
vacancies in, how filled, - = = = = 
duties of, - - - - - - - 9, 
expenses of,how paid, - - - - = = 
no compensation allowed for services, - os 
to report annually to Legislature, - 2 s 
tuition of, to be gratuitous, - - - - - 
visitors of schools, to certify applicants, to Superintendent of 
Common Schools, - - - - 


to recommend them to trustees of, - ° 
Notice. See Meetings. 


P. 
Parents, to have their children instructed in what studies, - - - 
neglecting to do so, liable to have them taken from them by 
selectmen, - . “ a i 


may complain of their ‘stubborn children, - - 
Penalty, for employing children, under fourteen years in factories more 


than ten hours a day, - - - - - - - 
for employing them in factories, &c., under fifteen years of age, 
against oflicers of school districts for not serving, - - 


Poor Children. See Children. 
Principal, of State Normal School to me, ex officio, Superintendent of 


common schools, - - - 
Property, of district formed from two soc seties, wheve to be ‘tened, - 
of consolidated districts, owned by the newdistrict, - - - 
of divided districts, how distributed, - - - - - 
in case of disagreement, committee to distribute, - 2. - 
when not distributed, how disposed of, = - - - - . 
R. 


Real Estate, mortgaged, when abated, and indebtedness where taxable, 1852, 
to be added to list of creditor, when and how, 1852, 
Resolutions, authorizing the Superintendent of common schools to publish 


certain reports, &c., passed 1850, - 
to be approved by trustees of State Normal School, 
expense of, how paid, . «© = &© & © 
aggregate not to exceed $1,000, - = = = 
an equal sum to be otherwise raised, - a, ll 
three thousand copies to be circulated among school 
teachers, and school officers, - - - - 


authorizing the Superintendent of common schools to hold 
meetings of teachers, &c., in each ochent society, 
passed 1850, ~ = - 53, 
expense of, how paid, - - 2 * 
not to exceed $3 for each society, - = 
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Resolutions, authorizing Warden of State Prison, tosell common school ap- 


paratus on certain terms, passed 1853, - 54 
if taken by a town for each school district, at a dis- 

count of fifty percent. - - - - - 54 
if taken by a district only, at a discount of twenty- 

five per cent., - - - ° - « §é 
aggregate not to exceed in any one year $1,000, 54 


and taken out of the surplus earnings of the prison, 54 
granting appropriation to State Normal School passed 1853, 54 
$4,000 per annum for five years for Normal School 
and Teachers’ Institutes, - - - - 54 
granting appropriation to State Teachers’ Association, and 
Teachers’ Meetings and Conventions, passed 1854, 55 
$250 annually to Teachers’ Association, - - 55 
how paid and on what conditions, - 55 
Superintendent of Common Schools to employ teach- 
ers and lecturers in conducting such Conven- 


tions, - - - - - - e — 
$100 to be paid for each Convention, - - 55 
Revenue, for the support of schools, - - - - - - - 48-52 
from town tax, - - ~ - - - - - 48 
from school fund, = - - - - - - a - 49 
from town deposit fund, - - . - . - 50 
S. 

Schools, expense of, when exceeding public money, how defrayed, —- - 40 
tax by towns for the support of, act 1854, - - - - 48 
how distributed to, - « o . “ - 48,49 
forfeit for neglect, -  - - = 2 = = 49 

no child excluded from. See Poor Children. 
of a higher grade, when under the Board of Visitors, — - - - 19 
what proportion of public money to receive, - - - 19 
School Societies, constituted how, - - - - - - - » 
boundary lines, may be settled by a committee of, - - 20 
clerk of, to be sworn, and his duties, - - - - - 16 
where not sworn, doings of, ae by act 1854, 16 
to call meetings, when, - - - - - 13 


collector of. See Collectors. 
committee of. See Committee of School Society. 


confirming acts of 1852, 1853, 1854, - - - - 14,16 
districts, may be formed or altered by, - - - - - 20 
if incorporated by General Assembly, when, - 20 
meetings of, annual and spec ial, when held and how called, - 18 
called by committee when, — - - - - - 13 

by clerk when, - - - - ~ - 18 

notice of, how, when and where given, ~ - 13 
warning of, time of, - - - ° - - 18 

may designate place of holding, - - 1: 

to spec ity objects of, - - 13 

copy of to be left with the det, 1851, 14 

confirmed by acts of 1852, 1853,1854, —- - 14, 16 

officers of, and their tenure of office, - - " - - 15 
forfeit for neglect of duty, - - < - - 16 


vacancies in, how filled, 
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School Societies, penalty for illegal voting in, act 1853, —- - - - 15 
who shall prosecute therefor, - 2 * - 15 
powers of, - - - - - - > - ie 
public money to be distributed by, - - - - - 39 
when, by act of 1852, § 1, - ~ . 35 
conditions of distribution, - - - - 39 
taxesin, how levied. - - - - - - - - 48 
on real estate in, how levied, - - - . 43 
time and place for annual meetings by, act 1851, - - - 14 
vote in, who entitle: to, - - - - - - 15 
forfeiture for illegal voting in, act 1853, - - - 15 
School Districts, constituted how, - - - - - - 20 
excepting when less than forty children, - - - 20 

altered by socicty, not to be, if mcorporated by special act of 
General Assembly, unless when, - - - - - 20 
belong where, if formed of two or more societies, - 20 
if lying in two or more towns, 1854, - - 20 
property of, taxed where, - - 21 
boundary lines of, how defined, - - - - = = 28 
clerk of, to be annually chosen and sworn, - - 24 
doings of, heretofore, confirmed by act of 1854, - - 16 
powers and duties of, —- - - - - - 25 

collector of. See Collectors. , 


committee of. See Committee of School District. 
enumeration of children of. See Hnumeration. 


land for a new site, may take how, act 1854, - - - .82,83 
limits of, must be recorded, - 23 
meetings of, annual and special, how Pred and ‘held, - - 22 
time of notice and by whom given, - - - 22 
warning to specify objects of, act 1849, - - 13 
copy of warning to be left with clerk, act 1851, 14 
° where to be held, - - - - - - 22 
may designate in warning the place of, act 1854, 13 
doings of, confirmed vs acts 1852, 1853, 1854, 14, 16 
name of, to be recorded, - - - - - 23 
officers of, chosen annually, - - - - - - 24 
penalty for not serving, - - - - - 24 
vacancies in, how filled, - - - - 24 
powers and liabilities of, a, ee 
property of consolidated and divided districts, how distributed, 21 
if not distributed, how disposed of, - - - 21 
scholars in, where no school is kept, how provided for, - - 25 

site of school-house in, fixed by two-thirds vote, or by commit- 
tee of society, - - - - - - 25 
may take land for the, how, act 1854, ~ 32, 33 

if district and owner of land can not agree, to pe- 
tition superior court, - - -— = 32 
court to appoint committee, - - - ° - 33 

if report of committee be agen ‘ted, court may — 

another, - - 33 


if report be accepted, to have » the effect “of a "judg. 
ment for the assessment against the petitioners, 33 


land not to be used until judgment is paid, - 33 

district to pay for services of the committee, - - 33 

taxes in, how levied, - - - - - - « ° 41 
cn real estate in, - - - - - - - 41-43 
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School Districts, when lying in two or more vm, . 21 
teachers of, . ° . - 83, 34 
treasurer of, may require “bonds of, . . - 
union districts, how regulated, 2 
vote in, who entitled to, ‘ é ‘ ‘ ‘ . 23 

School Fund, to be a perpetual fund, ° . + « & 
interest of, appropriated to common schools, ° ° ‘ 5 
income of, how divided and distributed, ; . 34, 35, 49 

how distributed by act of 1852, , - 85 
comptroller to draw orders on none of society’s committee, 49 
dividend of, act 1852, § 5, ‘ ° . . 38 
School Money, how distributed by school societies, ° . 39 
by act of 1852, § 1, 35 
conditions of distribution, 7 Y - 89 
when forfeited, and how recovered, - 38,39, 40 
how appropriated when no school is kept in 1 aschool district, 25, 26 
School Visitors, to forward names and certify applicants to Normal school, 9 
to recommend them to trustees, . ‘ 10 

to see that the law is observed as to children employ ed 

in factories, and to report violations, . 
who to prosecute for same, : . ‘ ‘ m 8 
See Visitors. 

Selectmen, when to bind out children to be educated, &e., . ae soe 
to abate assessments against poor children, act 1852, . - Ail 
and town treasurer to distribute to districts school moneys 

raised by town tax, js ‘ Fe ‘ ‘i i - 49 

State Normal School. See Normal School. 

Superintendent of Common Schools, principal of the Normal School to be, 

ex officio, the, . 11 
to be ex officio member of the board of trustees of — 
the Normal School, . * ° ° . , 9 
duties of, . . . ° ‘ . » 
to report to general assembly, _ ° .- 
to hold teachers’ conventions, when and where, ‘ ‘ Poe | 
with an assistant, . ll 
compensation and expenses of, ‘and how paid, » « 1 
to notify societies and teachers of such conventions, 12 
See Resolutions. 
to determine as to school societies in cases of consolidated 
districts, . ° . ° - 27 
Surplus Revenue, from government of United States. 
See Zown Deposit Fund. 


Z. 


Taxes, . ‘ " . . . . . ‘ 
abated by society’s nari when, 
collected how, ° ° ; 
collectors of, their powers, ‘ 
power of, in other towns, ‘ 
after the expiration of the year, ° 
neglecting their duty, executions ~~ be granted 
against them, ‘ 
may be appointed anew by society’ $ com., "when, 
to appoint time and place for receiving taxes and 
to give reasonable warning, . ‘ ; 
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Taxes, collectors may distrain therefor,and how, . . | 
fees of, for levying warrants, . - 47 

constables may be appointed, and their fees, - 43, 44 

confirming act in certain cases, — . e 45 


districts in, how levied, - ‘ 41-43 
indebtedness secured by mortg where liable to, 1852, 44 

to be added to let of tener, tor, when and how, 45 
land may be sold for,how, . - o 4 


list of town, tHe list for, in societies "and districts, 1851, 44 
property in districts formed from two or more societies, 


where liable to, . ° ° ° 21 
societies in, how levied, ‘ ‘ ‘ - - 48 
town deposit fund not liable to, ° 52 


towns liable to, for the su port of schools, act 1854, 48, 49 
distributed to the districts how, and ad whom, - 49 


forfeit of, forneglect, . . - « «49 

warrant for, form of, . 47, 48 
Teachers, of school districts, must ‘have certificate of approbation “_ 

visitors or committee, . 33 
wages of, not to be drawn without certificate, ° . 84 
new certificate not necessary,unless when, . .~ 34 
services of, may be paid for, out of public money for year 

ending March 31st, act 1853, . —. : 
must keep a register of scholars, and date when visited, 34 
register with abstract to be deposited with clerk, . 34 


Teacher’s Conventions. See Resolutions. 
Towns, power given to, to consolidate school districts. 
See Consolidated School Districts. 
to tax themselves for the support of schools. 


See Taxes. 
Town Deposit Fund, how received and on what terms, . 50-52 
apportionment of, to the several naa how and on ‘what 
terms, . ° e - 50, 51 
to new towns, how, ° . ° - 
income of, how disposed of, . . . - 51,52 
one-half at least to common schools, . 52 
how pa = to districts composed of “ of two towns, = 
name of, to be town deposit fund, . . 
principal of, to remain permanent, . . . ° $1 
taxation, not liable to, ‘ 52 
towns refusing to receive their proportion of, the state 
treasurer to loan it for their benefit, - « 852 
interest of which, how and on what terms = 52 
Treasurer, of school society, when chosen, &e., ° ° ° 15 
to give bonds when, ‘i - © « 
duties of, . . ° - 17 
of school district, when chosen, &e., m . ‘ 24 
togive bondswhen, . - + « 25 
duties of, . . 25 


Trustees, of State Normal School. See Normal School. 


Uv. 


Union Districts, See School Districts. 
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V. 


Vacancies. See Societies and Districts, under officers. 
Visitors, the board of, to prescribe rules, books, etree &e., in - 
schools of the society, . 
to examine teachers, . > re 2 ‘ 
to give them certificates when, ke 
to annul their certificates when, 
to visit the schools twice within ‘four weeks of their 
opening and closing, . . ew * % 
to examine register, &c, . . 
to make annual report, e « 
may appoint a sub-committee, . 
schools of a higher grade, to be under, when, . 
me oe visitors, how appointed, 1845, ° 
their duties, . ‘ ‘ 
to make report to su rintendent, — ° ° 
abstract of report to be read at annual meeting, . 
compensation of, how and on what conditions paid, 
See School Visitors. 
Vote, who entitled to vote in society meetings, . , . ie 
in district meetings, . 
penalty for illegal voting in either, acts 1849, 1853, 
who shall prosecute therefor, 


W. 


Warden of State Prison, to furnish common school apparatus. 
See Resolutions. 
Warning, of School meetings. 
@ School Societies and School Districts. 
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EDUCATION IN NEW YORK. 
[From Gov. Clark’s Message.] 


Amone the subjects which will require your attention, there is 
none of more importance than the system of public education of the 
State. The magnitude of this interest has always been felt and 
appreciated by the people, and the State has shown from the earliest 
period of its existence, an earnest desire to’ provide the means for 
the adequate instruction of all the children within its limits. Fora 
long time the system pursued was based on the assumption that edu- 
cation was mainly a matter of personal interest, and that the duty of 
Providing it devolved exclusively upon parents; the instruction of 
the children of those whose poverty would not permit them to incur 
the expense of it themselves, being made to depend upon public 
charity. The inefficiency of this policy, its failure to accomplish 
the object aimed at, and especially its direct tendency to create dis- 
tinctions hostile to the spirit and character of our institutions, led to 
its abandonment; and a system based upon the principle that the 
State is even more deeply and permanently interested in the educa- 
tion of its children than their parents, and that the expense of pro- 
viding it should be borne by the aggregate of the property within 
its limits, was addpted in its stead. Under the existing law, there- 
fore, the State assumes the charge of public education—committing 
its direction to local officers and paying the cost of it out of its own 
treasury. The system is comparatively new, and some practical 
defects are as yet exhibited in its workings; but they are such as 
spring chiefly from the failure to give full and complete develop- 
ment to its fundamental principles, and may easily be remedied by 
judicious legislation. The system itself is believed to be thoroughly 
rooted in the confidence and favor of the people. 

The whole amount of money apportioned by the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction is $1,055,000, of which $800,000 was raised 
by a general tax, and $255,000 from the income of the Common 
School and United States Deposit Funds. The whole amount ex- 
pended for public schools is $2,666,609.36, of which $1,929,884.49 
was applied to the payment of teachers, and $47,657.06 for the dis- 
trict libraries. Tlie whole number of district schools reported for 
the year is 11,798; and the whole number of children in the State 
of the age required to draw public money, 1,186,709. There have 
been 877,201 in attendance upon the district schools; in academies 
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under the supervision of the Regents of the University, 37,406 ; 
$4,279 in unincorporated private schools, and 4,568 in colored 
schools. The average number of months during which the schools 
have been kept in the several districts is eight. The number of vol- 
fimes in the district libraries is 1,571,270. 

These results exhibit a gratifying increase in the number attending 
the district schools over the previous year. But it will still be seen 
that of the whole number of children of suitable age in the State 
there are 309,508, or nearly one-fourth of the whole number, who 
do not attend the district schools and 233,255, or about 20 per cent. 
of the whole number, who do not attend any school. In view of the 
provision that has been made for the express purpose of securing the 
education of all, this proportion is much too large; and indicaté& 
some defect in the system pursued—because it does not completely 
attain the object at which it aims. That it does not, may be partly 
due to the mode of distributing the public funds. By the existing 
law, two-thirds of the public funds are distributed among the various 
districts of the State in proportion to the whole number of children 
of a specified age within their limits, whether they attend the schools 
or not. If the apportionment of the public money were made to 
depend upon the number attending school and upon the regularity 
of their attendance, it would become the interest of the citizens 
generally to promote the regular attendance of all the children 
within their limits. An amendment of the law which should give it 
this direction, would, I believe, tend to secure, more fully, the desired 
result. The law is defective, also, in that it fails to carry out fully 
and completely the principle on which it is based. Education in 
the district schools is not yet entirely free. If the cost of the schools 
in any district exceeds the amount of money received from the State, 
the deficiency is made up by a rate-bill, assessed upon those who 
send their children to school; and those who are unable to pay this 
assessment are relieved at the public expense, and thus become the 
recipients of public charity. The worst element of the old system 
is thus preserved, and the fundamental principle of the new law 
fails of its application in its most essential point. Education is still 
regarded as a matter of charity, and not of right; and so long as 
this continues to be the case, in any degree or to any extent, it will 
detract from the full measure of usefulness which the system is de- 
signed to secure. This evil in the system can be remedied only by 
making the schools entirely free. 

The attention of the Legislature should also be directed to meas- 
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ures for improving the character of the schools, for increasing their 
efficiency, and for elevating and extending the instruction which 
they impart. In a State where every citizen should take an active 
interest in the administration of public affairs, and may be called 
upon to perform the highest duties of public life, it is important that 
popular education be carried to the highest point which the means of 
the State will allow. It has been objected to the system of free 
schools that people do not prize that which costs them nothing, and 
that relieving individuals from.the expense of educating their chil- 
dren will diminish their interest in the subject and lead them to relax 
the vigilance which is essential to the highest excellence in the pub- 
lic schools. There is.undoubtedly some force in the suggestion, 
though experience shows that it is much less than is sometimes sup- 
posed. But whether it be more or less, it is entitled to consideration, 
and provision should be made for obviating the objection in any 
system of education which the State may adopt. An obvious mode 
of doing this is by means of an active and intelligent supervision, by 
which the schools shall be regularly visited and their discipline ex- 
amined by competent officers selected for that purpose. Various 
attempts have been made to supply this, but none of them have 
hitherto proved entirely successful. The agency provided by the 
present law is that of town superintendents; but it is found more 
expensive, and less efficient than is desirable, and gives rise to local 
dissensions, injurious to the successful working of the general system. 
Similar objections led to the abandonment of the system of county 
superintendents, a few years since. Unless the principle of visitation 
can be more effectually reconciled with public sentiment, and made 
more economical and effective than it has been hitherto, the end 
which it is designed to secure must-be sought by other means. 

The connection of our common schools with the higher institu- 
tions of learning—with academies and colleges—making them all, in 
fact, parts of one great system,—could not fail to contribute essen- 
tially to their elevation, and bring the means of a thorough and com- 
plete education within the reach of all. In the city of New York, 
where the free school system of the State, has been, perhaps, more 
completely developed than in any other section, the benefits of sub- 
stantially such a union are very conspicuous. A free academy has 
been added to the system, in which a large and competent corps of 
professors and tutors has been provided; a plan of study extending 
over five years, and embracing all the branches of study pursued in 
the best colleges in the country, has been adopted; scientific appara- 
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under the supervision of the Regents of the University, 37,406 ; 
$4,279 in unincorporated private schools, and 4,568 in colored 
schools. The average number of months during which the schools 
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there are 309,508, or nearly one-fourth of the whole number, who 
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ures for improving the character of the schools, for increasing their 
efficiency, and for elevating and extending the instruction which 
they impart. In a State where every citizen should take an active 
interest in the administration of public affairs, and may be called 
upon to perform the highest duties of public life, it is important that 
popular education be carried to the highest point which the means of 
the State will allow. It has been objected to the system of free 
schools that people do not prize that which costs them nothing, and 
that relieving individuals from.the expense of educating their chil- 
dren will diminish their interest in the subject and lead them to relax 
the vigilance which is essential to the highest excellence in the pub- 
lic schools. There is,undoubtedly some force in the suggestion, 
though experience shows that it is much less than is sometimes sup- 
posed. But whether it be more or less, it is entitled to consideration, 
and provision should be made for obviating the objection in any 
system of education which the State may adopt. An obvious mode 
of doing this is by means of an active and intelligent supervision, by 
which the schools shall be regularly visited and their discipline ex- 
amined by competent officers selected for that purpose. Various 
attempts have been made to supply this, but none of them have 
hitherto proved entirely successful. The agency provided by the 
present law is that of town superintendents; but it is found more 
expensive, and less efficient than is desirable, and gives rise to local 
dissensions, injurious to the successful working of the general system. 
Similar objections led to the abandonment of the system of county 
superintendents, a few years since. Unless the principle of visitation 
can be more effectually reconciled with public sentiment, and made 
more economical and effective than it has been hitherto, the end 
which it is designed to secure must:be sought by other means. 

The connection of our common schools with the higher institu- 
tions of learning—with academies and colleges—making them all, in 
fact, parts of one great system,—could not fail to contribute essen- 
tially to their elevation, and bring the means of a thorough and com- 
plete education within the reach of all. In the city of New York, 
where the free school system of the State, has been, perhaps, more 
completely developed than in any other section, the benefits of sub- 
stantially such a union are very conspicuous. A free academy has 
been added to the system, in which a large and competent corps of 
professors and tutors has been provided; a plan of study extending 
over five years, and embracing all the branches of study pursued in 
the best colleges in the country, has been adopted; scientific appara- 
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tus, libraries, and all the aids requisite for study have been furnished, 
and the general discipline and course of instruction have been made, 
in all respects, of the highest and most efficient character. Pupils 
who shall have attended any of the district schools for eighteen 
months—maintained throughout a good standing and character, and 
passed a satisfactory examination in certain specified studies, are 
admitted to the academy and entitled to. the full enjoyment of its 
advantages, free of all expense. The academy has been in opera- 
tion only three or four years, and the average number of its students 
is over four hundred. The attendance shows that its benefits are 
fully appreciated. But besides the thorough and most useful instruc- 
tion conferred upon so large a number of the children and youth of 
the community, its most marked advantages are seen in the influence 
which it exerts upon the common schools—stimulating their teach- 
ers, trustees, inspectors and pupils alike to a generous rivalry, in- 
creasing their vigilance and industry, and rendering them zealous 
and emulous in sending the best pupils to the academy, whose facilities 
for education are the prize for which all may alike contend. While 
I am aware that large cities afford facilities for such a system, which 
can not be fully enjoyed in the rural districts, I think that something 
may be done throughout the State in this direction. A voluntary 
beginning, indeed, has already been made in some sections, by the 
establishment of Union Schools; and their success shows that the 
system is not wholly impracticable. I think that the time has come 
when higher purposes and broader views may be entertained in 
regard to our system of State education; and that our academies 
may be brought into a more direct and immediate connection with 
the general plan, and thrown more widely and more freely open to 
the advantages they are intended to confer. The character of their 
instruction should be elevated and its range extended; and they 
should be more completely furnished with apparatus and the means 
of imparting knowledge in those sciences which are of the most 
service in practical life. By making free admission to the thorough 
and complete education they would then afford, the reward of excel- 
lence in our District Schools, a stimulus would be furnished which 
could not not fail to be felt beneficially upon their discipline and 
character. It would be highly desirable to bring the colleges of the 
State into harmonious connection with such a plan, so that they 
might become more directly recognized as members of our general 
system of State education and as essential to its completeness and 
perfection. 
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ATTENDANCE UPON SCHOOL. 


REGULAR and punctual attendance upon school are all-important 
requisites to a successful prosecution of study. Without regularity 
and punctuality, no pupil need expect proficiency in the studies he 
may be pursuing, and no parent need be surprised that such is the 
fact. And though every person will yield assent to these propositions 
as soon as they are enunciated, the experience of every teacher, or 
the records of almost any school Register, will evidence that these 
like many other truths, reach no farther than the tongue. O the 
carelessness and indifference of parents! 

How often has it happened, that the patience of the teacher has 
been sorely tried, day after day, morning and afternoon, by the drop- 
ping in of pupils for an hour or more, disturbing the exercises and 
distracting the attention of the whole school present, and losing so 
much of their own time, as to make their own attendance merely 
nominal. Most of this tardiness is entirely unnecessary, the pupil 
being permitted to loiter around home after school hours, or visit 
places of public resort, taverns, stores and shops. And if not per- 
mitted to loiter, they are detained to work. Some of the trades 
which can avail themselves of the labor of boys and girls, are inflict- 
ing upon them and upon society a lasting injury. What if the 
children can be made to earn a few pennies, by filching from them 
the time which should be sacredly devoted to fitting them for life 
and its duties! The money thus gained pays but a poor interest. 
The child who attends school in this manner, can not be expected to 
have “a hungering and a thirsting” after the treasures of knowledge. 
He has no interest in the duties of the school—he is ever in the 
background—in fact he becomes a mere cipher, much like the cipher 
we use in mathematics, useful only to give an increased value to the 
other digits. These results follow, whether the child be detained 
at work or suffered to play. If the last, superadded, his manners 
will be coarse, his conduct abandoned, his soul marred and scarred, 
till it shall bear no resemblance to itself in its original, unblemished 
state. The course of such a one constantly tends downward, with 
a velocity directly proportioned to the square of the time his career 
may continue. Habit fastens upon him her iron chains, which will 
tighten as they are worn, till all attempts to sunder them will be 
impotent and vain. 

Let me commend to parents and teachers an attentive considera- 
tion of these evils, which weigh so heavily and grievously against 





184 Attendance upon School. 


the prosperity of our schools, and against the moral and intellectual 
advancement of our children. The stake which we hold in our 
hands, is of such vast magnitude, that all, parents, teachers and vis- 
itors, should meet faithfully the responsibilities severally devolving 
upon them. , 
Appended is an abstract. of a school, which, in point of interest 
manifested by parents in its success and prosperity, was above the 
average. Instead of names, we designate the scholars No. 1, 2, &. 





Nos. | Tardy. | Absent. | Attend. |} Nos. | Tardy. | Absent. Attend. 


20 74 || 38 | 25 634 
28 4 | 67 || 24 | 87 59 
19 87 || 25 | 24 32 
14 69 | 26 | 10 294 
37 67 | 27 | 19 76 
18 614 || 28 | 29 55 
15 37 || 29 2 26 
15 73 || 30 | 18 
13 793 || 31 | 18 
28 69 | 32 | 11 
23 654 | 33 | 24 
21 58 || 384 | 29 
23 60$ | 35 | 25 
31 754 | 36 | 18 
16 754 || 387 
17 | 644 || 38 | 15 | 173 
15 25 || 39 | 15 | 16 
7 | 67 || 40 | 10 6 
21 504 || 41 9 5 
26 60 || 42 | 16 | 14 
11 81 | 
21 73 || Total,| 778 | 478 |2519 


I would observe that the tardiness is registered only for the fore- 
noon. If that for the afternoon should be added, the total would be 
considerably increased. The time lost by absences is about 16 per 
cent.: if the tardiness and the dismissals at recess in the afternoon 
be added to the absences, the time lost will be more than 25 per cent. 

To conclude this article, already too lengthy, let me suggest to 
teachers a remedy. Keep an accurate account of the attendance, 
tardiness, scholarship, and deportment of each scholar, and transmit 
the same weekly, to be inspected by the parents. I have found this 
method to answer a good purpose. It not only corrected irregulari- 
ties in attendance, but also irregularities in conduct. J. F. W. 

West Kitxincty, Oct. 16, 1854. 
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Yale College. 


YALE COLLEGE. 
REMARKS OF GOV. SEWARD BEFORE THE ALUMNI. 


WHEN I came here this morning, I came with the conviction that 
it would be unbecoming in me, in view/of the fact that I was to 
address an assembly in the evening, to speak on this occasion ; 
especially as the time might be so much better spent by those who 
return here as Alumni, to revive together their old recollections. 
I still adhere to that conviction, and the very flattering reception 
which you have given me shall not make me depart from it. 

I shall merely say what comes uppermost in my mind. 

It seems to me that the influence of this Yale College, and this 
New Haven, and this Connecticut, is ubiquitous. It seems to me 
that nobody ever does anything, but Yale College is somehow mixed 
up in it. It seems as if nobody ever knew anything, but his knowl- 
edge came from Yale College ; as if nobody ever learned anything, 
but his teacher came from Yale College ; as if nobody ever sat in a 
legislative body, but he sat next somebody from Yale College ; as if 
nobody had ever anything to do with public charities, but he met a 
graduate of Yale College; as if nobody ever engaged in a law-suit, 
and had a vexatious adversary to oppose, and conquer him, [pointing 
to Daniel Lord, Esq.,] but that adversary came from Yale College. 

Now I will tell you how it is that these thoughts have occurred to 
me, and why I entertain these opinions. I have been listening to 
these graduates, going back in recollection to the olden times, and I 
have been reflecting on my own past history. I have been remem- 
bering the time when I studied geography, and the author was a 
graduate of Yale College; the time when I entered Union College 
and studied Algebra—the Algebra by Jeremiah Day, of Yale Col- 
lege. By and by, I came to the conclusion that foreign travel was 
essential to the completion of an education, and as my guide-book 
for Western Europe, I used the book of travels by Benjamin Silli- 
man, of Yale College. By some singular caprice in the politics of 
our country, I was chosen a magistrate in the State where I belong; 
there I had something to do with the public charities. There was 
to be an institution for the deaf and dumb. Light was to be poured 
into minds which seemed to be shut out by nature from knowledge. 
The man that was first to be consulted was Harvey P. Peet, a grad- 
uate of Yale College. There was a fearful pestilence threatening us, 
and means must be taken to drive it out and keep it out from among 
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us. The best medical talent in the State of New York must be 
employed ; and we find at the head of that profession, Alexander 
H. Stevens, M. D., a graduate of Yale College. It became neces- 
sary to find out a man of science, to effect the construction of a great 
aqueduct for the commercial metropolis. He was found in the per- 
son of Samuel Stevens, an Alumnus of Yale College. 

By and by I came into the Councils of the Federal Union ; there 
I found myself among great men—wise men, and some very true 
men—some men to whom I felt myself drawn irresistibly, and I 
found they came from Yale College. There was my esteemed 
friend, Hon. Roger S. Baldwin, of Connecticut. There was (I need 
not pronounce here a eulogy on either the living or the dead) 
“ Honest John Davis.” I knew he came from Massachusetts, and 
certainly thought Yale College had nothing to do with him. But 
in listening to the roll of your dead Alumni for only a single 
year, I find his name among them. Thus, everywhere, I find Yale 
College mixed up with everything, and exerting its influence— 
whether for right or wrong, for good or ill, I leave for you to say. 





EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENTS IN NORWICH AND NEW 
LONDON. 


WE take great pleasure in copying the following paragraph from 
the Norwich Examiner, a paper which is doing excellent service in 
our cause. Will not other paperscopy it? We say in reference to 
the improvement of schools, “ Let there be Licut.” Circulate in- 
formation among the people. Organize Town and District Associa- 
tions. Read and discuss. 


“The readers of the Hxaminer will have observed notices of a 
proposition simultaneously made in these sister cities, the object of 
‘which is to acquaint the mass of the people with the defects of our 
present school system, and to point out a more excellent way. This 
is an effort in the right direction. The very first step in the process 
of reform, is to enlighten the public mind. We have hitherto con- 
tented ourselves too much with interesting a few in the subject of 
education, and have wondered that the people, for whose special ben- 
efit these efforts were made, should prove either indifferent or hostile 
to them. 

“We have found, to our astonishment, that property holders, the 
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chief tax-payers of the community, are much more ready to pay for 
good common schools, than the mass of the people are to receive 
them. The explanation of all this is, that no proper effort has been 
made to enlighten the community, as to the character and tendency 
of these measures. Each man is occupied with his own business, 
and unless such a subject is specially brought to his attention, he 
will be likely to give little attention to it. Designing demagogues 
find it easy to operate upon his prejudices. Efforts for the improve- 
ment of schools are very easily misrepresented. You seek for good 
schools, and it will be said that you mean schools for the rich ; as if 
good schools were not as important, and more so, for the poor as for 
the rich. You ask for graded schools, and you are told that you wish 
to separate the children of the so-called ‘higher classes’ in society, 
from those of the lower. You ask for a system of thorough super- 
vision, and you will be accused of wishing to play the tyrant, to de- 
prive districts of their liberty to manage their own schools, and of 
ambitious designs generally. Any one can see how an adroit and 
brazen-faced man can manage to awaken any amount of opposition, 
in quarters where we should least expect it, by skillfully playing with 
such cards. Now the remedy is simple and effectual. Let men 
understand all the facts in the case ; appoint meetings for lectures and 
discussion in all parts of tle town—give every man who has a ques- 
tion to ask, an objection to make, or an argument to offer, a chance 
to be heard. Give the people light, and we may bid defiance to 
intriguers. A demagogue’s occupation ina New England commu- 
nity, is an exceedingly precarious one. His castle may be readily 
tumbled down about his ears. One-tenth of the labor which secured 
for us the Maine Law, would give to Norwich and New London the 
best system of schools in the United States.” 





I CAN’T TELL A LIE. 


SCHOOL PRESENT. 


Notuine could be more appropriate for a “school ornament,” 
than the picture described below. It will be a constant and eloquent 
teacher of that first and greatest of lessons for the young—a love of 
truth. 


“Joun G. Nortn, Esq., in accordance with a pledge previously 
given, presented, on Friday afternoon last, a beautiful oil painting to 
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the Secondary Department of the Webster School. The design of 
the picture is the commemoration of a well known incident in the 
life of Washington, which illustrates his love of truth when a boy. 
The incident was the girdling of a favorite tree in his father’s garden, 
and his confession of the wrong when inquired of, with the remark, 
“T can not tell alie.” This beautiful story, with its excellent moral, 
is all told, so far as it can be on canvas, by the painting referred to. 
Its size is. about five feet long by four high. A richly gilt frame 
surrounds it. Mr. J. P. Stock, of Springfield, is the artist. 

“ After an appropriate introduction to the subject by one of the 
School Committee, Mr. North presented the painting, with a brief 
but excellent address on the importance of forming correct habits in 
early life, and especially of cultivating a love of truth. The eyes 
of the little ladies and gentlemen sparkled brilliantly during the 
remarks and illustrations of the speaker. When he had concluded, 
the pupils, to the surprise of Mr. North, broke forth into singing the 
following stanzas, which happened to be in their music book, and 
which the teacher, Miss Camp, had selected for the occasion : 


‘* When Gen. Washington was young, 
About as large as I, 

He never would permit his tongue 
To tell a wicked lie. 


* What !—not correction to escape, 
Or shun a father’s frown ? 
And could he bear, when he did wrong 
All of the truth to own? 
** Yes: once he cut his father’s tree, 
A fruit-tree nice to view ; 
And yet he owned it readily— 
What did his father do? 


** He told his son, it pleased him more 
To have him tell the truth, 

Than if the tree was bending o’er 
With gold and silver fruit.” 


« The exercises were closed by a hymn, commencing thus : 


*¢In life’s early morning, 
Rejoicing we drink 

At truth’s holy fountain : 
We'll ne’er leave its brink.” 


New Haven Palladium. 








Union Graded Public Schools. 


Besivent Editor's Department. 


UNION GRADED PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


TueEsE schools are sometimes called Union Schools, because they 
are usually made up of the scholars of two or more contiguous dis- 
tricts which have been united and consolidated for the purpose of 
establishing a system of schools better adapted to the educational 
wants of the community than the district school. They are also 
styled Graded Schools, because the chief peculiarity of their organ- 
ization, and that in which they most especially differ from the dis- 
trict school, is the gradation of the scholars in the different depart- 
ments, according to their attainments. They are denominated Public 
Schools, because they are public or common property, and are open 
to the children of all within their territorial limits. 

How far is this system practicable? It is not practicable in a very 
sparse population. Where there are not more than fifty scholars 
within the distance of a mile or a mile and a half from any given 
point, it can not be applied, and districts where the population is so 
scattered, must resort to other means for providing the common school 
education demanded at the present day. In the first place, the dis- 
trict school should be made as good as it is capable of becoming, by 
giving it a syitable school-house, the needed apparatus, and a good 
permanent teacher. And then a school of a “higher order” should 
be established and maintained at public expense, at the center of the 
town or society, in which the more advanced scholars may be assem- 
bled, even from the distance of two or three miles. 

What is meant by grading a school? This question may be an- 
swered by an illustration. Suppose we have three hundred scholars 
of all ages, to be arranged and classified in a Union Graded School. 
For the sake of clearness, suppose the school-house contains six 
rooms each capable’of accommodating fifty scholars. We first subject 
the scholars to an examination, of which we have a record. We 
now count off the fifty scholars whose names stand at the bottom of 
the list as having made the least progress in the course of an educa- 
tion, and place them in a room by themselves. This will constitute 
the lowest department, and may be called the Second Primary. The 
fifty who stand next above those on the list may be placed in another 
room and called the First Primary School, and so on till all are dis- 
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posed of. The upper division will constitute the High School, and 
might be permitted to study the higher English branches, and the 
classic languages. The division next below the High School, might 
be styled the Grammar Department, and be required to understand 
thoroughly, arithmetic, geography and grammar, and be able to read, 
write and spell well, and perhaps have a general knowledge of the 
history of the United States. The divisions between this and the 
primary might be called the First and Second Intermediate Depart- 
ments, and attend to the elements of the branches named for the 
grammar department. 

This is in brief, the process of grading a school. 

What are the advantages of a graded school ? 

We can at present give only the most general answer to this 
question. 

1. A better classification than is possible in a district school. In 
a district school of fifty scholars, it is not uncommon to find twenty- 
five or thirty classes. It would be necessary for each teacher in the 
lower departments of the school graded as we have described, to have 
not more than ten or twelve classes in all the branches taught; and 
hence, 

2. It enables the teacher to expend his labor more economically 
than in the district school. He can now have large classes, but few 
in number, and he can teach a class of twenty quite as well as he 
can a class of five; and therefore, 

3. As the teacher has fewer recitations to hear, he‘can make his 
instruction thorough, which is quite impossible, when the multiplic- : 
ity of lessons compels him to limit the time of recitations to ten or 
fifteen minutes. 

4. It secures a great saving of time to scholars, since with such 
facilities, they can accomplish at twelve, what they could not under 
the district system, till fifteen. 

5. It is cheaper, not absolutely, but in proportion to the advan- 
tages it affords. 

Union Graded Schools have already been established in most of 
the cities and principal villages in the state, viz., in New Haven, 
Hartford, Waterbury, Middletown, Bridgeport, Norwich, New Lon- 
don, Norwalk, Stamford, Collinsville, Bristol, Rockville, New Britain, 
New Hartford, Mystic, Fair Haven, Derby, Southport, Willimantic, 
Plymouth, and some other places. Some of these schools are free ; 
in others, a tuition fee is required. ‘These schools in most cases, 
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have been made good enough for the best, but in all cases they have 
not been made cheap enough for the poorest. But we are rejoiced 
that the number of free schools is increasing. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find one dollar for my subscription to the Journal for 1855. 
During the present year I have been much pleased with the practical character 
of the paper, and acknowledge myself indebted to the Journal for many excel- 
lent suggestions. You will also find enclosed the proceedings of the /first 
anniversary meeting of the first Teachers’ Association in the ** Old Dominion.” 
As the influence of your excellent School Journal is not ‘‘ hemmed in by state 
lines,” perhaps a reference to our efforts, may not be altogether uninteresting 
to your readers, especially as pertaining to the history of Teachers’ Associa- 


tions. We have put our hand to the plough, and do not intend to look back. 
* * * . * 


Yours, &c, N. B. W. 

PortsmouTtH, Va. 

We welcome the good tidings from the venerable old “ Mother of 
Presidents.” 

It is no doubt gratifying to know that our humble efforts extend 
occasionally, “beyond the little limits of our own state and neighbor- 
hood,” though we are thankful if they produce all the effect desired 
at home. We most cordially grasp the right hand of fellowship, 
extended over Mason and Dixon’s line. We are a brotherhood 
engaged in the same great cause. In this enterprise we know no 
North, no South, no East and no West. The country is the field. 


Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find one dollar in payment for my subscription to the Connec- 
ticut Common School Journal, which I have received for nearly a year. I value 
the Journal highly, as a work for teachers, but it is doubly interesting to me, 
as I learn from it what my old friends and fellow-teachers are doing at home. 

Yours, &c. R.A. B. 


Hincxtey, Medina Co., Ohio. 

At home—that tells the whole story. You love good old Connec- 
ticut. It is your home. But you have emigrated to the Buckeye 
State, to find a better field for the practice of your vocation. But 
have you not made a slight mistake? Connecticut is now on the 
look-out for her stray sons. She needs their services at home, and 
will pay a very respectable compensation. Not long since, when an 
attempt was made to induce one of our best teachers to accept a 
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place in Massachusetts, his district promptly voted to pay him as 
much as he could get anywhere else. But Ohio is a good school for 
you. The teachers of that state have Zxcelsior on their banner. 





AGENCY OF THE STATE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. SHERWOOD, whose appointment to this office was announced 
in our last number, is now in the field earnestly engaged in promot- 
ing the improvement of our common schools. It will be his aim to 
deliver lectures in five or six societies each week during the winter. 
It is a very encouraging fact that in nearly every place where he has 
lectured, he has been invited to give a second lecture. 

A copy of the following circular, with the blanks filled, is sent to 
the acting School Visitor or some other friend of the cause in the 
place where it is proposed to deliver a lecture. 


New Barra, 1855. 


Dear Sir; At the last annual meeting of the State Teachers’ Association, it 
was voted unanimously to establish an agency for the promotion of the objects 
and interests of the Association. 

The Board of Directors were instructed to elect a suitable person, to fill the 
office, and provide for the superintendence of its operations and affairs, by the 
appointment of an Executive Committee. 

In accordance with these instructions, the Board elected George Sherwood, 
Esq., as Agent, and the undersigned as an Executive Committee. 

Mr. Sherwood has accepted the appointment and entered upon the duties of 
the office. 

He will devote his whole time to the promotion of the interests of the cause 
of education in this State. 

He is directed by the Committee to visit schools, to advise-with teachers, to 
confer with school officers, to aid teachers in procuring situations, and commit- 
tees in securing competent teachers, to deliver Lectures on Common Schools, so 
far as he may be able in the different school societies, to circulate the Common 
School Journal, and to codperate generally with the friends of the cause, as 
opportunity may present. 

We take pleasure in recommending Mr. Sherwood, as a gentleman every way 
worthy of your confidence. 

By his education, his experience, and his deep interest in the cause of popular 
education, he is admirably qualified for the discharge of the duties assigned him. 

We beg leave to bespeak for him your aid, encouragement and cordial sym- 
pathy. Respectfully, Yours, 

HENRY BARNARD. 
DAVID N. CAMP, Pres. State Teacn Asso. 
JOHN D. PHILBRCK, Sup. or Com. Scuoots. 


Dear Sir: In accordance with the above mentioned plan of operations, I 
propose to visit your place. 

If you will have the kindness to see that proper arrangements are made, and 
suitable notice given for my Lecture in your school society, you will confer a 
great favor. 

Clergymen, School Visitors, and others interested in the cause of education, 
are respectfully requested to assist by their remarks and general coéperation, in 


making our meeting interesting and profitable. 
Yours, Truly, GEORGE SHERWOOD. 





